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ig-In the senate of the U. States a bill was passed 
on Thursday last, by a vote of 25 ayes to 18 nays, (see 
age 352) which virtually repeals the late obnoxious 
jreasury order relative to payments for the public lands. 
The bill was reported from the committee on pub- 
lic lands by Mr. Walker, and provided that the 
United States should receive the paper of such banks 
only'as from this time issue no notes of less than $5, 
and of none issuing less than $10 after the 30th of 
December 1839—but was amended on its final pas- 

- gage, on motion of Mr. Rives, by extending the pro- 
| hibition to the notes of banks issning notes of less 
' than $20 after the 30th of December, 1841. It also 
laces certain restrictions upon the deposite banks, 
under the direction of the secretary of the treasury. 
That this bill will pass the house, we cannot per- 

- mit ourselves to doubt—and we may therefore, in 
advance, congratulate the country upon the prospect 

> of aspeedy removal of those difficulties which have 
- embarrassed every honorable branch of industry and 


| enterprise. 


fg-We have published the memorial of William 
| B. Lloyd, esq. of Ohio, (the individual who was ar- 
' yested in the gallery of the senate at the instigation 
> of Mr. Beaton, on the charge of having ‘hissed’ 
' on the passage of the expunging resolution) and 
his card complaining of the refusal of Mr. Morris, 
© of Ohio, to present it to the senate. We have also, 
' in justice to the latter geutleman, published his ex- 
planation of the reasons which induced him to de- 
cline the request—see page 248. 
> Another communication from Mr. Lloyd has 
> “been received for publication by the editors of the 
> “National Intelligencer,” in which he replies to 
» the statements made on the floor of the senate by 
Mr. Morrts, reaffirming what he had before said 
© inreference to his communication with the senator, 
and his refusal to present his memorial: stating 
that his statement and Mr. Morris’, closely exa- 
; mined, do not in fact contlict, only appearing to do 
; so from the ambiguity of the language in that gen- 
; tleman’s explanation. In reference to the invi- 
; tation from another quarter, to persist in presenting 
> the memorial, he says—‘‘As to the proposition of 
» the honorable Mr. Benton to the senate, for a 
| further investigation of the matter, I have nothing 
} todo with it. ‘hat body will do as it deems fit, 
and if senators wish me to answer any questions 
under oath, I am ever ready; but so far trom at- 
tempting again to demand a hearing, the recollec- 
| tion of the specimen I witnessed on Monday night 
of their mode of administering justice, is sufficient 
» toshow me that I have erred in hoping for any 
thing of the kind.” 


$7" ie ees 





MicnigaAn. On Wednesday last the bill for the 

| admission of Michigan into the union, passed the 

house of representatives, and on the following day 

| Teceived the sanction of the president, and became 

a law of the land. On the same day Messrs. 

| Lynand Norvell the senators, and Mr. Crary the 

representative, of the new state took the oaths of 

office and their seats in the respective houses. 

The union now coinprises twenty-six states, pre- 

cisely double the number on the Declaration of our 
Independence. 





Departure or Santa Ana. This officer and 
suit, arrived in Baltimore on Thursday last, and in 
the afternoon departed for Norfolk in the steamboat, 
from whence, it is said, he is to proceed to Vera Cruz 
In one of the U. States’ vessels. During his stay in 
Washington he had several interviews with the 
president and was treated with much courtesy. It 
i$ not known, however, whether any thing was 
settled in relation to the object of his visit; but 
his departure was not expected a few days since; 
for we see it stated in the “Intelligencer,” that it 
Was understood he was to dine at the president's 
on Thursday in company with a large official and 
diplomatic party. Itis presumed, however, that he 
departed with ‘the knowledge of the president; or 
he could not be conveyed from the country in a pub- 
le vessel. 

It is probable that Santa Ana’s departure has been 
hastened by the peculiar condition of affairs in Mex- 
ico; as by the iast accounts, Bustamente had been 
Called to the head of affairs, and Santa Ana declared 
4n outliw, and all persons invited to shoot him 
‘should he again appear in the Mexican territory. — 

Vou. LI.—Sie. 22 
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' The last report is, probably, unfounded; but it is cer- 
tain that Bustamente dreads the arrival of Santa Ana, 
whose party is still powerful. In the last ““Rears- 
TER” we announeed the arrival of Gorostiza at the 
city of Mexico. On his arrival judge Ellis, the mi- 
nister of the United States, demanded his passports 
and left the city on the 28th ult.—according to one 
account, without them. If they were withheld, it 
is rightly inferred that the Mexican government was 
in possession of the fact that the troops of the United 
States had been ordered to repass into our own ter- 
ritory, and hence was unwilling further to interrupt 
the relations of the two countries; for it is not to be 
supposed that that government, with a knowledge of 
that fact, would increase the difficulties with which 
she is surrounded, by creating a new belligerent 
enemy. 

Great preparations mere making in Mexico to 
open the spring campaign against the Texians with 
vigor. The troops amount to about 16,000, well 
clothed and amply provided for. General Busta- 
mente at a procession of monks, priests, &c. swore 
extermination to every being he could find in 
Texas, without regard to age or sex. 

A letter, under date of January 3, from Vera 
Cruz, states that California has declared her inde- 
pendence of Mexico. If true the Mexican troops 
may be diverted from the contemplated campaign 
in Texas. 

Filasola had been tried, and would have been 
condemned if the common people had not shown a 
disposition to protect him at all hazards. 

By an arrival from Tobasco we learn that Guitierez 
of the federal army, was about entering that place 
with a force of about 1,600 men. It was believed 
that he would meet with but a slight resistance. 
The American consul at Tobasco had arrived at 
New Orleans, having left it in consequence of the 
misunderstanding with Mexico. 

P.S. Mr. Ellis has arrived at Pensacola in the 
U.S. ship Boston. a 


pare a 





RECOGNITION OF THE INDEPENDANCE OF 
Mexico spy Spain. The Courrier des Etas Unis, 
(of New York), contains an article from the Paris 
Sun, which is thus translated in the N. York Even- 
ing Post, and is at this moment of a good deal of 
interest: 

‘Spain has done an act of justice and wisdom in 
determining to recognise, at length, the indepen- 
dence of her ancient colonies in South America.— 
The assembly of the cortes, in the discussion which 
took place on this important question, offered a 
spectacle of the highest interest. Never had it been 
so full; one hundred and forty deputies were pre- 
sent, and the resolution was adopted without a sin- 
gle voice raised against it. The treaty with Mex- 
1co had been already prepared and signed, subject 
to the ratification of the cortes. This measure had 
been taken to avoid all delay. It is not generally 
known that the negotiations with the diplomatic 
agents of VENEZUELA have been broken off, the 
Spanish government not being willing to renounce 


states, which, like VeENEzUELA, have confiscated 
Spanish property during the war of the revolution. 
The case was different with Mrxtco, the inde- 
pendence of which is therefore declared without 
any condition.” 





Gen. Scott has completed his defence before the 
military court at Frederick, which has been laid be- 
fore the public through the “National Intelligen- 
cer,” whose reporter was present at its delivery.— 

t is an eloquent and aed “ugg and though of 
great length shall be speedily inserted. 

The court will now proceed regularly with the 
case of gen. Gaines, whose defence, when delivered, 
shall also have a place in our pages. 

We have purposely abstained from noticing the 
highly graphic sketches of the personages and pro- 
ceedings of the court of inquiry which have appeared 
in the Baltimore papers;{but will, on the conclusion of 
the trial, present an abstract from the official account 
of the testimony for the information of our readers. 





Froripa. In addition to the information con- 
tained in the letters from general Jesup, we learn 
that he was in close pursuit of the Indians, but as 
yet has not fallen in with them. Some negroes 





1h cas 0 ad 


had been taken by the friendly Indians, after a 
skirmish in which some of the hostiles are supposed 
to have been killed. A white man named Jesse 
Bandy is stated to have been killed, and another 
named Sistrunk wounded. There was much sick- 
ness among general Jesup’s volunteers, and the 
friendly Indians were completely broken down. 





Cuna. The government paper of Havana of the 
21st December contains the official account of the 
surrender of the revolted troops under the late go- 
vernor Lorenzo, the departure of Lorenzo ina Bri- 
tish ship of war, and the restoration of tranquility 
in that city and throughout the whole island, from 
the energetic measures of the captain general Ta- 
con. The blockade of St. Jago de Cuba by the Spa- 
nish squadron is officially announced to be raised. 





BURNING OF THE TREASURY. We learn from 
the “Intelligencer” of yesterday that immediately 
on the opening of the circuit court on Thursday 
morning, the court proceeded to deliver its decision 
in the case of Richard H. White. It will be remem- 
bered that in this case the jury had brought in a 
verdict of not guilty, on account of the statute of 
limitations, though they stated they believed him to 
have been guilty of the charge contained in the in- 
dictment of burning the treasury building. On this 
verdict the counsel for R. H. White had moved for 
the discharge of his client, and had been opposed 
by Mr. Key, the prosecuting attorney, on the 





the indemnities justly due by those of the American | 





grounds that the verdict was not conclusive, it be- 
ing argumentative, &c. Judge Morsetr first de- 
livered his opinion, stating his reasons why he 
thought the verdict should be set aside. Judge 
THRusTON next read his opinion, and concurred in 
sentiment with the abovementioned judge, that the 
verdict should be set aside, and a ‘‘venire facias de 
novo”* should be ordered. Judge CrRaNncu then de- 
livered his opinion, differing from his two learned 
colleagues. The majority of the court, however, 
being in favor of a ‘‘venire facias de novo,” judge 
CrANCH concluded by stating the decision of the 
court to be that the verdict be set aside. 

In consequence of this decision, Richard H. White 
remains still in prison, and his case will be tried 
over again. 

Case of Harry White. This was the decision of 
the court on the motion, made on a former day by 
Mr. Brent, for an arrest of judgment for reasons ap- 
parent on the record. 

Judge Morsell delivered his opinion in favor of 
the motion; judges Cranch and Thruston then de- 
livered severally their opinions, with the reasons 
thereof, against the motion. The majority of the 
court therefore decided against the motion, and 
consequently the verdict of guilty against Harry 
White remains undisturbed. The prisoner, who 
was present in the court, was then remanded to 
prison, and will be brought up this morning to re- 
ceive judgment. 





Tue TARIFF. Resolutions have been introduc- 
ed into both branches of the legislature of Pennsyl§ 
varia deprecating, in strong terms, a repeal of the 
duties established by the compromise act. They 
will pass, of course, by large majorities—but will 
be little heeded by those politicians of the day, who 
consider the triumphs of a party of more import; 
ance than the welfare of the country. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. The following gen- 
tlemen compose the committee appointed by the 
speaker of the house of representatives in pursu- 
ance of Mr. Wise’s investigating resolution: Mr. 
Wise, Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island, Mr. Muhlen- 
berg, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Hannegan, Mr. Parks,- 
Mr. Lincoln, Mr. Mann, of N. York, Mr. Chaney. 





U. Srates Bank. A preamble and resolution 
appointing a committee to investigate the manner in 
which the bank of the United States obtained its 
charter, and to inquire if it has not violated said char- 
ter, passed the house of representatives of Pennsyl- 
vania on Saturday last. The resolution was passed 
by a vote of 82 to 11; but the preamble, which 
strongly intimates that unfair means were used to 
obtain the charter, was passed by a much less ma- 
jority, many of the Van Buren mnembers voting 
against it. 
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GoLD COINAGE. Treasury department, Jan. 20, 
1837. Notice is hereby given, that, under the pro- 
visions of an act of congress, canes the 18th 
January, 1837, all coins of the United States, both 
of gold and silver, bearing the date of 1837, and 
subsequent years, will have the standard such, 
that of one thousand parts by weight, nine hun- 
dred will be of the yp metal, and one hundred of 
alloy; that the weight of the gold coins will be the 
same as established by the act of June, 1834, the 
eagle having the weight of two hundred and fifty- 
eight grains, and the parts in proportion; and the 
weight of the silver coin will be reduced, so as to 
retain the same quantity of pure silver as hereto- 
fore, the dollar having the weight of four hundred 
and twelve and one-half grains, and the pure parts 
in proportion. Levi Woopzury, 

Secretary of the treasury. 

Onio sENATOR. William Allen (formerly a re- 
presentative in congress, and a friend of the pre- 
sent administration) has been elected a senator of 
the United States from the state of Ohio for six 
years from the 3d of March next, to succeed Mr. 
Ewing, whose term of service will then expire. — 
There were thirteen ballotings, on the last of which 
Mr. Allen received 55 votes, and Mr. Ewing 52. 





LovISIANA SENATOR. Alexander Mouton, esq. 
has been elected, by a majority of six votes, to the 
U. S. senate from the state of Louisiana in place of 
judge Porter, resigned. Mr. Mouton was one of 
the Van Buren electors of that state. 


THE NEW SENATE. The senate of the United 
States after the fourth of March next, will stand as 
follows: 

VAN BUREN. 

Maine—Messrs. Ruggles and Dana. 

New Hampshire—Messrs. Hubbard and Pierce. 

Connecticut—Messrs. Niles and Smith. 

New York—Messrs. Tallmadge and Wright. 

New Jersey—Mr. Wall. 

Pennsylvania—Messrs. McKean and Buchanan. 

Virginia—Messrs. Rives and Parker. 

North Carolina—Messrs. Brown and Strange. 

Georgia—Messrs. King and Cuthbert. 

Alabama—Messrs. King and McKinley. 

Louisiana—Messrs. Nicholas and Mouton. 

Mississippi—Mr. Walker. 

Tennessee—Mr. Grundy. 

Ohio—Messrs. Morris and Allen. 

Indiana—Mr. Tipton. 

Illinois—Messrs. Robinson and Young. 

Missouri—Messrs. Benton and Linn. 

Arkansas—Messrs. Fulton and Sevier. 

Michigan—Messrs. Norvel and Lyon—34. 

OPPOSITION. 

New Jersey—Mr. Southard. 

Delaware—Messrs. Bayard and Clayton. 

Maryland—Messrs. Kent and Spence. 

South Carolina—Messrs. Calhoun and Preston. 

Vermont—Messtrs. Prentiss and Swift. 

Rhode Island—Messrs. Robbins and Knight. 

Massachusetts—Messrs. Webster and Davis. 

Mississippi—Mr. Black. 

Tennessee—Mr. White. 

Kentucky—Messrs. Clay and Crittenden. 

Indiana—Mr. Smith—18. 





HoNnoRABLE TESTIMONIALS. We have seen the 
swords manufactured in pursuance of the resolution 
of congress passed Feh, 13th, 1835, for presentation 
to the officers engseve under col. Croghan in his gal- 
lant and memorable defence of Fort Stevenson.— 
They are six in number, being intended for the old- 
est male representatives of heut. Benjamin John- 
son, captain James Hunter, lieutenant Cyrus A. 
Baylor, John Meeks, and ensign Joseph Duncan, 
and the nearest male representative of the late en- 
sign Edmund ora and were made by Mr. Ro- 
bert Keyworth, of Washington city, who has reflect- 
ed great credit on the state of art in this District, 
by the very handsome manner in which he has exe- 
cuted these costly presents. 

The swords, with the exception of the names, 
are of a similar pattern. The handle and scab- 
bard are of solid gold, richly chased. In form, the 
handle resembles a cross, with flat sides; on of 
which is the word ‘‘Sandusky,” surrounded by 
rays in bright relief. On the obverse is a plain 
scroll for the inscription, and on the sides thirteen 
stars on a ground of frost-work. The knob at the 
the end, has on one side a shield of the United 
States, and the figures «1813;” and the other a 
military scroll surrounding the letters “U. S.’’ The 
guard is formed of rich foliage-work; ard on an 
ivy leaf in the centre appears the word “Croghan,” 
in relieved letters. The similar leaf on the op- 


the name of the officer for whom the sword is 
intended. The blade is richly ornamented, and 
bears in bright letters the name of each officer, 
with appropriate ornaments. Though the work 
has neither all the high finish nor elegance of de- 
sign about it which we have observed in similar 
presents, it has the appearance of plain yet costly 
solidity, in good taste, and characteristic of the 
purpose and the occasion. 

e understand that these splendid swords have 
cost the manufacturer near $1,000 each; a sum 
which has considerably exceeded that appropriated; 
but which, however, there can be no doubt that 
re ps will make good to him, as the work could 
not be executed in a manner suitable to the dignity 
of the body ordering them to be presented, for less. 

The same resolution ordering these swords, di- 
rected colonel Croghan to be presented with a 
gold medal, to which we think, in these matter-of- 
fact days, there should have been added a tract of 
land, or some other national reward suitable to the 
importance of the service performed, to make all 
these congressional rewards proportioned to the re- 
sponsibility and agency of the commander and his 
officers. [ Georgetown Metropolitan. 


THE BANKS OF PENNSYLVANIA. We publish 
to-day a carefully compiled abstract of the report of 
the auditor general in relation to the condition of 
the banks of this commonwealth. It presents a 
picture calculated to inspire entire confidence in 
the solvency of the institutions enumerated, and in- 
deed we may well question if any banks in the 
union are better managed, or are safer as places of 
deposite than the banks of Pennsylvania. They all 
yield large dividends, and are conducted by men of 
high character and superior intelligence. 

There are 17 banks in the city and county of 
Philadelphia, and the number of country banks is 
32, making in all 49, and the aggregate of the whole 
number is as follows: 

City and Whole 

county. Country. amount. 
Capital stock, $51,180,205 $7,046,630 $58,226,835 
Notes in cirula- 


tion, 89,261,327 7,887,333 47,148,630 
Due to deposi- 

tors, 10,674,214 3,514,537 14,188,753 
Due to other 


banks, 40,644,166 1,560,425 42,204,590 


Specieonhand, 5,128,113 1,437,756 6,565,869 
Due by other 

banks, 42,652,843 2,156,160 44,839,103 
Notes of other 

banks, 23,731,517 1,156,829 24,888,336 
Notes discount- 

ed, 82,375,646 14,155,508 96,531,150 
Unclaimed di- 

vidends, 564,947 210,839 775,806 
Conting.funds, 3,069,228 1,028,559 4,097,787 
Real Estate, 1,747,286 402,571 2,149,857 
Due to com- 

monwealth of 

Pennsylvania, 1,153,287 40,040 1,195,327 

[ Philadelphia paper. 


THE PATENT OFFICE. By the report of Mr. 
Rugzles in the senate, it appears that the destruc- 
tion of this great national repository may be ina 
good degree repaired. The number of patents grant- 
ed is about 10,000, and the commissioner believes 
that most of these may be obtained and recorded 
again. The whole number of models burnt was 
7,000 and 3,000 of the most important of them it is 
believed may be replaced. The importance of these 
models, both for the protection of the rights of 
eenmngie, and as the most intelligible record of the 

istory of inventions, to enable the proper officers 
to judge of the originality of new inventions, is 
distinctly spoken of by the committee. 

There were also destroyed 168 large folio volumes 
of records; 26 large port folios, containing 9,000 
drawings, many beautifully executed, and very 
valuable; 10,000 original descriptions of inven- 
tions, besides caveats and many other documents. 
There were also 230 volumes of scientific books. 
The report says the office contained the largest and 
most interesting collection of models in the world. 
No model had been preserved of Fulton’s first steam- 
boat, but there was deposited in the office a volume 
of drawings executed by his own hand, embracing, 
besides the various parts of his machinery, three 
beautiful representations of this steamboat passing 
interesting points on the Huclson, with sketches of 
the scenery. There were about 1,590 agricultural 
models; upwards of 2,000 in factory machinery; and 
1,000 relating to navigation. 

The sum required to replace the 3,000 models, 
which would include the most desirable, is estimat- 





posite side being inscribed in like manner with 


pense of procuring drawings, descriptions &e 

$53,000, so that, with sundry incidental expense 
the whole expense of thus restoring the off 
would not exceed $156,100. This the committer 
think the government may well afford to ne 
this office has paid into the common treasy 

$156,906 more than its expenses. The commi; 
sioner believes a complete list of all patents issued 
can be procured. For the purpose of thus resto, 
ing this geiko establishment the committee ~ 
port the bill which is now before the senate, 
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A WOMAN BURIED ALIVE. The Philadelp}j, 
Ledger gives an account of the burial of a mulatty 
woman in that city whilst stillliving. She was gyp. 
posed to be dead, and about twenty hours after her 
supposed death, her body was conveyed to a bury. 
ing ground. The mourners departed; and the grave 
digger, a white man, proceeded to his task of filling 
up the grave. He had thrown a few shovels ful] of 
clay upon the coffin when he thought he heard , 
noise within the grave; he listened awhile, the, 
threw in a few more shovels full—but now he dis. 
tinctly heard a groan proceed from the corpse. 
Seized with a panic, he dropped his shovel and fle 
for assistance. The coffin was after some time dig. 
interred, and the lid was found to be partly forceq 
off. It wasimmediately unscrewed, and the corpse 
discovered, not in the position in which it had been 

laced, but turned round upon the side, and show. 
ing other evidence of having been alive while in the 
grave. It was taken into the church and kept there 
until the next morning, when no signs of life ap- 
pearing, it was again interred. 





Wreck or THE Mexico. Inthe present sheet 
we have published the report of the grand jury of 
New York on the wreck of the Mexico, which pre. 
sents a melancholy picture of the sufferings of the 
passengers and crew. A subscription has been 
opened at all the newspaper offices in New York, 
for the benefit of Mr. Smith, who with his sons 
and grandsons, so gallantly plunged into the sea at 
Rockaway, in their little skiff, and took off the ouly 
persons saved from that awful disaster. Speaking 
of that noble act, the Philadelphia National Ga- 
zette says: 

The patriarch, with his sons and grandsons, who, 
after dragging their boat for miles, launched it into 
such a surf under such an atmosphere as is describ- 
ed by those who witnessed the wreck of the Mexico, 
and rescued eight human lives at the risk of their 
own, would have earned statues from an ancient 
state, and poets would have made them immortal. 
The daily press can do little, perhaps, for such 
purposes, but it ought not to suffer their exploits to 
pass without emphatic and reiterated commenda- 
tion. The spirit that prompts such exertions is of 
the best and brightest character—noble, brave and 
disinterested. Happily for the honor of our nature 
it is not often wanting when occasion demands its 
exercise, though it is seldom called into action 
under circumstances so appalling as those to which 
we allude. That boat’s crew deserve to have their 
names enrolled as public benefactors, and to re- 
ceive the thanks of every philanthropic socicty 
throughout the union. 





LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT. The following 
letter from the president of the United States to 
Mrs. Donelson, was received by her a few days 
previous to her death. 

Washington, Nov. 27, 1836. 

My pear Emrry: Your kind and acceptable let- 
ter of the 11thinst. was received on the 23d, whilst 
I was confined to my bed by a severe hemorrhage 
from the lungs, which threatened a speedy end to 
my existence; but with sincere thanks to a kind 
Providence, who holds our existence here in the 
hollow of his hand, I have so far recovered as to be 
able to write you this letter, to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of yours, and to offer up to Him who made us, 
my most sincere and hearty thanks for his kindness 
to you inrestoring you to health again, and with my 
prayers for your perfect rea ig and that you may 
be long spared to superintend the bringing u and 
educating of your dear children, and be a comiort to 
your dear husband, who has a great solicitude about 

ou, and great anxiety to speedily return to you, 
but ‘my sudden attack has detained him. —_ 
I rejoice, my dear Emily, to find your spirits are 
good, aud that you are able to take exercise daily. 
This is necessary to your perfect recovery; aud 
trust in a kind Providence, that in time, you will be 
completely restored to your health. You are young, 
and with care and good treatment, will outgrow 
your disease; but you must be careful not to take 
cold this winter, and as soon as Dr. Hunt’s pre- 
scription reaches you I would advise you to pursue 
it. The digitalis, I fear, is too exciting to the 
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me I lost from - lungs, and «A 

cupping, upwards of 60 ounces oi 
, rer ryote Sd the emorrhage, without the 
0 hat potent, but pernicious remedy to the sto- 
* sugar of lead. Iamnow mending as fast as 
ont expect, and if I can keep clear of taking 
side winter, I hope to be s ared, and be able to 
wt to the Hermitage in the spring, and again 
we? pleasure of seeing you and your dear chil- 
| to whom present me atfectionately. 


mily—this chastisement by our Maker 
# ex peevive as a rebuke from him, and 
ae him for the mildness of it—which was to 
* to our view, and that it may be always before 
. at we are mere tenants at will here. And we 
‘ntto live daily, so as to be prepared to die; for 
not not when we may be called home. Then 
tus receive Our chastisements as blessings from 


,{, and let us so live that we can say with the sa- 


ed poet: 

«What though the Father’s rod 
Drop a chastising stroke, 

Yet, lest it wound their souls too deep, 
Its fury shall be broke. 

Deal gently, Lord, with those 
Whose faith and pious fear, 

Whose hope, and love, and every grace, 
Proclaim their hearts sincere.” 


| must close with my blessing to you and the 
dren. May God bless you ALL. Emily fare- 


oll, Affectionately, 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


The doctor tells 





Commerce OF New York. The “New York 
nday Morning News,” of a late date, contains the 
lowing statement prepared by Mr. George Si- 
1], boarding officer at the United States revenue 
urge office. 
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Tur GREAT RAIL ROAD. The project of ex- 
nding the rail road from Harrisburg to Sunbury, 
id from Sunbury to Erie, is one of the noblest, 
ost useful and practicable of any of the day.— 
ne-third of the whole distance is nearly completed. 
he whole length from Philadelphia, by the state 
il road to Lancaster, the Middletown rail road to 


arrisburg, and a rail road by the wey of Sunbury 
1 Williamsport to Lake Erie, will not exceed 


¥ miles. The whole of this distance can be 


made without a single inclined plane where stationa- 
ry engines must be used, and following the waters 
of the Susquehanna, the Sinnemahoning, the Tio- 
nesta, the Allegheny and the Brokenstraw, three- 
fourths of the whole distance there will not be a 
plane of any kind of an inclination of 50 feet to 
the mile. The state rail road from Lancaster to 
Philadelphia, will have the highest grades upon the 
whole route. This alone will give the Pennsylva- 
nia rail road the advantage over every other rail 
road from the Atlantic to the lakes, that has ever 
been, or can be projected. Its length, too, is one-fifth 
less. Besides, it will run through one of the rich- 
est mineral regions in the world. The products 
and trade of the great lakes will not only seek an 
outlet to the ocean by this route, but the great iron, 
as well as the bituminous coal region of the West 
Branch, and the anthracite mountains and rich agri- 
cultural vallies of the Susquehannah, will swell the 
vast stream of wealth, that will pour into the lan of 
our commercial metropolis, when this great work 
shall have been completed. 

is We have lately read the report of the engi- 
neer that surveyed the New York rail road, through 
the southern counties of that state, from Dunkirk, 
on Lake Erie, to Tappan, 24 miles from the city of 
New York, on the Hudsonriver. The following is 
its length: 


Western part, 260 miles. 


Fastern part, ‘ ‘ —— 222 do. 
From the eastern termination, to the 

city of New York, 24 do. 
Whole length, 506 miles. 


fc3-Thus, it will be seen, that the route through 
Philadelphia, and then across New Jersey, will be 
nearer to New York itself, from her own termina- 
tion, Dunkirk, than on her own rail road, when it is 
finished. But this is not all the advantage we have 
in distance. Dunkirk is about 40 miles farther 
down the lake than the town of Erie, and this dis- 
tance, added to the New York road, will show, that 
no passengers from the western states will take the 
New York road, when our road is finished, when 
Philadelphia can be reached through Pennsylvania, 


is 50 miles nearer, than on ber own contemplated 
rail road. But even this great saving of distance is 
not our greatest advantage. The New York rail 
road has a number of inclined planes. By the re- 
port now lying before us we perceive, that there 
are eleven planes, with an inclination of 50 feet to 
the mile. Six planes with inclinations varying 
from 50 to 60 feet per mile, and five having incli- 
nations from 50 to 70 feet per mile. ‘Twelve miles 
have a grade of 70 feet inclination to the mile.— 
Four miles and nearly one-half ascend at the rate 
of 72 feet per mile. Three-fourths of a mile, at 
100 feet per mile; and more than one mile and a 
half at 316 feet per mile. The following are only 
a few of the planes, with their grades, length and 
distance from Tappan on Hudson river, 24 miles 
from New York: 


Distance from Length of the Inclination 
Hudson river. planes. per mile, 
Miles. Miles. Chains. Feet. 
76 278 160 
188 5 60 
193 5 70 
194 1 61 
203 7 70 
207 3 65 
348 A 40 72 
349 1 25 67 
473 1 60 316 


[ Harrisburgh Int. 





AMERICAN ENTERPRISE. A writerin the London 
Morning Chronicle says, ‘‘active measures must be 
resorted to, or commerce in the Archipelago will be 
atanend. We have active and enterprising rivals 
in the Americans, who willbe glad to take advan- 
tage of the disuse of our manufactures to introduce 
theirown. The trade of the west coast of Sumatra 
is almost entirely in their hands, and their know- 
ledge of the Archipelago is superior to our own, for 
while we trust to the natives to bring the produce 
to market, they trade in their own ships, the com- 
manders of which are generally experienced mer- 
chants. With the easternmost islands they are par- 
ticularly well acquainted, owing to their ships hav- 
ing formerly been much employed by the Dutch, and 
they frequently call there for the purpose of pick- 
ing up articles for the China market; but their pro- 
fits cannot at present be very great, as from the 
want of a depot, they are obliged to go from place 
to place to ye them, which takes up a consid- 
erable time.” 


eet 


AMERICAN CoLoNnIZATION society. The hon. 





Henry Clay, of Kentucky, has been unanimously 


by a route 150 miles shorter, and New York itself 


elected president of the American Colonization so- 
ciety, in the room of ex-president Madison, deceas- 
ed. Annexed is Mr. Clay’s note to the secretary, 
accepting the appointment. 

Washington, Dec. 22, 1836. 
Dear sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your note of the 19th inst. informing me 
that, at the last annual meeting of the American 
Colonization society, in this city, 1 was unanimous- 
ly elected its president. I receive, with very great 
sensibility, this distinguished proof of the confidence 
of the society, and request you to communicate my 
acceptance of the office, and my respectful acknow- 
ledgements to those who have bestowed it. 
egarding the American Colonization society as 
the only practical scheme ever presented to public 
consideration for separating, advantageously to all 
parties, the European descendants upon this conti- 
nent from the free people of color, the descendants 
of Africans, with their own consent, and of ultimate- 
ly effecting a more extensive separation of the two 
races, with the consent of the states and individuals 
interested, I shall continue to cherish the highest 
interest in the success of the society, and will con- 
tribute whatever is in my power to promote its pros- 
perity. I am, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, H. Cray. 
The rev. R. R. Gurley, &e. 





WAR IN FLORIDA. 
We lay before our readers extracts from two Ict- 
ters, dated 23d December, recently received at the 
war department from maj. gen. Jesup: [Globe. 


Fort Brooke, Dec. 23, 1836. 

Str: After writing to you on the 18th instant, I 
ascertained from my Indian scouts and spies, whom 
i had kept constantly employed in scouring the 
country, that not a sign of hostile Indians could be 
discovered ator near any of their strongholds on the 
Wythlacoochee. All the trails are in a south easter- 
ly direction, and Powell, if he has not been desert- 
ed by his followers, has probably determined to 
draw the war into the neighborhood of Micanopy, 
Jumper and Philip, to compel them to adhere to 
him with their warriors. 

As the enemy could not be found where we ex- 
pected him, and the term of service of the Tennes- 
see volunteers having expired, I determined to avail 
myself of the movement of that corps to send the 
wagon train to Tampa Bay, for supplies for the de- 
pots which I had found necessary to establish. 

I left brigadier general Armistead in command of 
the forces on the Wythlacoochee, with orders to 
scour the country from Fort King to that river, and 
to take the most active measures to find the enemy; 
and I came through with a small escort to Fort 
Foster, for the purpose of designating the point to 
be occupied as depots, in addition to those already 
established. 

I have ordered lieutenant colonel Foster to erect 
a work on the Wythlacoochee at the place where 
the Fort King road crosses it. It will be completed 
in a few days, and a wagon train will leave here 
to-morrow to supply it with subsistence, forage, 
tools, &c. 

Learning by express from colonel Henderson of 
the arrival of commodore Dallas, I came hither to 
arrange with him a plan of combined operations for 
the campaign. He is several miles below, butI ex- 
pect him here to-day. 

I have established an abundant depot at Fort Fos- 
ter, twenty five miles in advance of this place; the 
fort which lieut. col. Foster is erecting on the 
Wythlacoochee, is twenty nine miles in advance 
of Fort Foster. Fort Armstrong is fifteen miles 
further north, near the point where the road from 
Volusia unites with the road to Fort King; the two 
last posts command the principal retreats of the 
enemy on the Wythlacoochee. These posts, with 
that near the mouth of the Wythlacoochee, and 
that at Volusia, will be sufficient for the present. 

cad * * * * x 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient serv’t, 
(Signed) T. 8. JESUP. 
HEAD QUARTERS, ARMY OF THE soUTH, 
Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, Dec. 23. 1836. 

Sir: Since I wrote to you this morning, com. 
Dallas has arrived, and has offered to furnish men 
from the ships of war under his command, to defend 
my depots, and to perform any other service at the 
posts, or in water expeditions, which the public in- 
terests may render necessary. 

The commodore has acted on this occasion with 
the same disinterested and magnanimous zeal which 
distinguished his conduct during the Creek cam- 
paign. 

His co-operation, which I most readily accept, 
will relieve me from many embarrassments, and will 





enable me to take the field several days sooner than 








340 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—JAN. 28, 1837—-LIBERATION OF SANTA ANA. 








- 





I had hoped. He will send an officer, with a party 
of sailors, to ascertain the practicability of navigat- 
ing the Wythlacoochee, and will furnish the force to 


garrison Fort Clinch, on that river. 
3 e ~ * 


ok * 


You shall not be disappointed in my efforts, 
though you may be in their results. The coun 
is so extensive, and contains so many hiding places 
for large as well as small parties, that the enemy 
may escape from me. 

Major Nelson, with a battalion of four companies 
of mounted volunteers from Georgia, arrived, and 
reported this evening. He came through direct 
from Fort Clinch to this place. Two companies of 
his battalion were retained by brig. gen. Wool in 
the Cherokee country. The four companies here 
amount to about two hundred men; these, with the 
Alabama volunteers, will make my mounted force 
near five hundred men. 

[am preatly embarrassed by the difficulty of ob- 
taining laborers, drivers and artificers. If the war 
should not be brought to a close in a few weeks, I 
shall send to Cuba for mule drivers, and to New 
Jersey for artificers and laborers. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

TH. 8. JESUP. 
The hon. B. F. Butler, sec. of war, Washington city. 


A valedictory letter from governor Call to gen. 
Armstrong, commanding the Tennessee troops late- 
ly serving in Florida, appears in the southern pa- 
ei It seems to be due to the governor to pub- 
ish the following extract from it: 

? Volusia, Dec. 8, 1836. 

GENERAL: In retiring from the cominand of the 
army of Florida by order of the president of the U. 
States, there is nothing which I more regret than 
a separation from yourself and your brave compa- 
nions in arms. 

The important services rendered by you, general, 
and by them to the territory, which it has been my 
lot to govern, has imposed on me an obligation of 
gratitude which a lifetime of efforts could not repay. 

To leave you, then, still struggling in the field, 
and laboring, by your manly efforts, to render fur- 
ther and still more important services, fills me with 
a regret which I cannot express. 

‘Deprived of my command, and covered with the 
reproaches of the highest authority of the country, 
it was my fixed determination to follow where I 
could not lead, and participate with you in the re- 
maining dangers and privations of the campaign.— 
But here, too, fate has decreed against me, and I 
must submit to my destiny. 

My health, feeble as it was at the commencement 
and as it continued throughout the campaign, is now 
rendered more precarious and distressing by an at- 
tack of the lungs, from which I should not only be 
useless in the field, but by which I am admonished 
of the necessity of seeking relief without delay. 

I must confess there are other causes of regret 
with which I retire from the field. I have been su- 
perseded in command, with deep and wounding 
censure. 

I complain not of the act of depriving me of com- 
mand, but of the manner and the cause for which it 
is alleged to have been done. 

I complain that I was condemned unheard, and 
on rumor unsustained by truth. 

To have been superseded in command in courte- 
ous terms by the government would have been no 
disgrace; as you will find in my successor a more 
able and experienced general, and one who has cut 
his way to distinction on the blood-stained and 
glorious fields of Chippewa, Bridgewater and the 
Thames. But the act was done by a rude and un- 
feeling hand, and, as I conceive, with the greatest 
injustice. 

Here, however, are my own wrongs, general, and 
as such I will not dwell upon them. My object is 
not to excite your generous sympathy: I must stand 
or fall on the facts hereafter to be exhibited. My 
intention is to express my deep sense of gratitude, 
and to take an affectionate farewell of you, and 
through you of the brave officers and men of your 
command. 





GENERAL SCOTT. 
From the Richmond Enquirer. 

We lay before our readers, the following card 
from gen. Scott, with great satisfaction. It serves 
to correct some of the errors which have been set 
afloat concerning the interesting scenes which are 
now exhibited at Fredericktown. We did not de- 
cline as the general states, the republication of the 
sketches which have appeared of the evidence be- 
fore the court—but we republished them with some 
caution as to certain political allusions. From all 
that we can hear, we entertain no doubt of general 
Scott’s honorable discharge of all blame or censure 
in the events of the southern campaign: 


Frederick, Md. Dec. 29, 1836. 
To the editor of the Enquirer: 

Sir: Amidst laborious occupations, a paragraph 
in your paper of the 24th instant, has just been 
pointed out to me, in which you decline republish- 
ing, for reasons, the reports which, I understand, 


try | have, from time to time, been given in the public 


papers of the proceedings of the court of inquiry 
at this place. I thank you for that forbearance; for, 
with the Enquirer, another paper was shown me, 
containing the report of major Kirby’s evidence, in 
connection with which, I am made to speak in terms 
both disrespectful and injurious of a high function- 
ary, his excellency, the governor of Alabama. I 
assure you, that this is an error. Nota syllable of 
that character escaped my lips; nor have I uttered 
a political sentiment before this court. I did, how- 
ever, on the occasion alluded to, regret or complain 
that his excellency had not condescended to ac- 
knowledge either of my letters to him of the 31st 
of May last—both of which, as I stated, were con- 
ceived in respect, and expressed in the language of 
courtesy; and I showed, by major Kirby, that they 
were sent in duplicate and by two several convey- 
ances. 

Who the reporter in question may be, I do not 
certainly know. I think it probable, however, that 
he was introduced to me a few days ago at the 
court room. Ihad never known that person before, 
or have had any other communication with him in 
any form. From two or three of the printed re- 
ports that I have seen, the writer evidently enter- 
tains for me the sentiments of good will, for which 
I ain duly thankful; but in those particular reports, 
he has certainly given my language but very par- 
tially, and in several cases, like that noticed above, 
has made me speak disrespectfully, and even harsh- 
ly, when no disrespect was expressed or intended. 
This may, in a great degree, be accounted for from 
the fact, that the supposed writer has never been 
seen, as I learn on inquiry, to make a note in court. 

I pointed out to the court some embarrassment 
that { had experienced in my operations, (owing to 
a combination of untoward circumstances), from 
the non-reception of any answer, and added that, 
if I had thought of it in time, I might have caused 
an interrogatory to be sent to his excellency; but 
that, possibly, he might in that case, have treated 
my interrogatory as he had treated my letters. In 
this, I may have done an injustice rather to myself 
than the governor, and which I may sincerely re- 
gret on better information. With him I have not 
the honor of being personally acquainted, and know 
of no reason in the world why I should not enter- 
tain for his private, as well as his public character, 
the highest respect. Probably, it occurs to me, on 
reflection, he came to the conclusion, that the in- 
formation I sought for, from him would be, or had 
been, obtained through another channel, but that 
also having failed me, it became important to me to 
show to the court that I took every measure to en- 
sure the reception of my letters. Hence the ques- 
tions to major Kirby. 

At the commencement of the court, a friend, 
every way qualified, intimated to me a desire on his 
part to report the proceedings from time to time, 
for one of the public journals. At my urgent so- 
licitation he promised to abstain, and 1 know from 
him, that he has made nota single report or note. 

You are at liberty to make such use of this note 
as you may please, and if published, it will be the 
first line from me which has been printed by my 
permission or procuration,in a twelve month—save 
a letter to my friend, capt. Robinson of Augusta, 
on the subject of troops of long and short periods of 
service. In haste, I remain, sir, with great respect, 
your obedient servant, WINFIELD SCOTT. 





LIBERATION OF SANTA ANA. 
To the editor of the Natchez Courier: 

Str: The Mexican general Santa Ana and his 
friend and aid-de-camp, colonel Almonte, have been 
released from their captivity in Texas, and passed 
up the river a few days ago on their way to the city 
of Washington. They are escorted on behalf of the 
Texian government by col. Hockley, inspector gene- 
ral of the army, col. Bee, late secretary of the trea- 
sury, and capt. Patton. I accompanied them from 
this place to Vicksburg, and the views which have 
induced the visit of Santa Ana to our capital have 
been placed in my possession with the request that 
I should make public so much of them as might be 
interesting to the people of this country. 

In view of a speedy and pacific adjustment of the 
sanguinary war which has existed between Mexico 
and Texas, the captive general solicited permission 
from the Texian government to throw himself upon 
the protection of the United States, and claim the 
interposition of the mediatory offices of their chief 
magistrate. He proposed to acknowledge the re-, 
public of Texas at anindependent and sovereign na- § 
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into the North American union i 
interested should so determine. Being a 
of war—and the Mexican government h 
pressly declared that it would hold no 

with Texas through gen. Santa Ana whi 
mained in duress, it became necessary, 
rity and influence were to be made av 
that he should at once be placed in a 
tude, in which he might,—set free an 
led, unbiassed by any disparagin circ 

according to his unquestioned legal 
should, in fact, be restored tc the full and complet 

possession of all his lawful authority and powe; Me 
president of Mexico. Toeffect this his immediate me 
unconditional release by the government of Tey,, 
was indispensably requisite—and under the pecy, 
liar circumstances which exist in connection wit) 
his captivity, it was deemed advisable that the pa. 
cificatory offices should be invoked of some neutral 
power, friendly to both of the belligerent parties, ang 
impartial between them. General Santa Ana thers. 
fore proposed to visit Washington, and solicit th. 
mediation of the president of the Uniied States, an, 
his proposal was acceded to by the executive o¢ 
Texas, who believed that nothing could possibly be 
gained by detaining him longer. On the first of 
March next the term of his presidentship will ¢y. 
pire, after which time he would be utterly valueles; 
as a prisoner. 

The people of Texas are anxious to terminate the 
war. They wish to live at peace with Mexico— 
They desire most heartily to establish their gover. 
ment, and if possible to annex themselves to oy 
own union. They could hardly hope to attain their 
object while they held the chief of their enemy jy 
the bonds of imprisonment. They have therefore, 
in a spirit of magnanimity deserving of all praise, 
voluntarily surrendered him to his liberty, on the 
pledge of his word of honor that the war shall be 
terminated, that peace shall be restored, that the re. 
lations of amity and friendship shall be cultivated 
and cherished. Respectfully, your ob’dt servant, 

JNO. M. ROSS. 

Natchez, 21st December, 1836. 
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The following has allusion to an article in the 
last ““ReGisTeR” under the head of “Texas and 
Mexico.” 

To the editors of the ** National Intelligencer.” 
Washington, January 21, 1837. 

Messrs. GALEs & SEATON: I have this mo- 
ment observed in your paper of this morning an 
extract from the Philadelphia Gazette, well cal- 
culated to have an injurious effect on the interests 
and character of Texas, and therefore requiring at 
my hands an immediate correction. It seems that 
the extract alluded to, originally appeared in the 
New Orleans Standard, and ‘furnishes,’ as the 
editor says, ‘‘a curious account of the action of the 
different branches of the Texian government in 
relation to the release of Santa Ana.” It hap- 
pens, however, that this “curious account’’ is more 
curious than true. I was a member of the se-| 
nate of Texas at the time spoken of, and can 
therefore speak from my own knowledge. Ase 
solution, (as is correctly stated), was passed by 
the senate, requiring that the president should not 
release general Santa Ana and colonel Almonte, 
without the consent of that body; which resolution 
was immediately vetoed by president Houston— 
Thus far the newspaper account is true, but here a 
total perversion of the real state of the case takes 
place, in representing president Houston as ! 
leasing Santa Ana in violation of law. When the 
president returned the resolution, with his 0b)¢c 
tions, the senate did not attempt to repass it with 
the constitutional majority of two-thirds, but with- 
out a dissenting voice acquiesced in the views of 
the president, and admitted his right to release the 
prisoners without the consent of either house of 
congress. 

The house of representatives also passed 2 sp 
cial resolution, in which they stated that the cus 
tody and release of the prisoners belonged exclu- 
sively to the president. It is due to truth to state 
that many in both houses disapproved the policy ° 
the measure. 

The “extract” which has called forth this co 
munication, also conveys the idea that the presi 
dent used the army for the purpose of overaw!", 
congress. Now, the truth is, the army was "™ 
within 150 miles of the seat of government, 1% 
was the transaction known at head quarters for® 
fortnight afterwards. Respectfully, yours, &c._ 
WM. H. WHARTO%. 
[The paragraph above referred to was, by a 
error of the press, credited to the Philadelp® 
Gazette, instead of the Alexandria Gazette, from 
which we took it. The same news in substan 
has, however, been published in nearly all °% 
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Titory fs ~ blic journals, and it is proper that, so far as it is 





arties Pe, roneous, it should be corrected.] { Editors. 
isoner —_ 
g sas » The New Orleans Courier, speaking of Santa 
lation na’s liberation in Texas, and his condition here 
80 re. : 
tutho. ay is evident that Santa Ana is still in duress, 
at all, virtually, if not actually; for being liberated condi- 
t atti. ie. nally, on going under an escort, as a guard, to 
mmel. sy ashington, to ask the mediation of the United 
°s, but Hictates government, cannot be considered legal and 
hat he neontrolled freedom.” : 
oplete There is not the slighest pretext for the assertion 
ver ag at Santa Ana “is still in duress, virtually, if not 
ite and actually;”” that he is “liberated conditionally,” and 
Texas omes “under an escort, as guard, to Washington.” 
Pecu: [rhe two or three gentlemen who, on the part of the 
1 With Hi rexian authorities, have attended Santa Ana, and 
he pa. [7% :. secretary, Almonte, to this place, did so at his 
ieutral HR equest, and doubtless for the purpose of smoothing 
°S, and His way through the United States, and introducing 
there. Tim to the public authorities here. The idea that 
It the FR. or three citizens of Texas would be permitted to 
8, and Fake the United States a prison for those who have 
Hive of allen into their power in Texas, is in itself pre- 
bly be osterous. No prisoner of war to a foreign power 
irst of ould, after having come within our neutral limits, 
ill ex. J. considered longer a prisoner. The moment 
Ineless Santa Aua touched our soil, he was as free as the 
sir he breathed. as dks 
ate the The suggestion that he is still in duress becomes 
1CO.—~ Han. more ridiculous, when the absolute manner in 
Overt. Hi nich he has been absolved from the existing go- 
to our HR ornment of Texas is understood. He is liberated 
n their y the Texians, as we understand, not merely that 
"ty in He may be restored to perfect personal freedom, 
Tefore, but that he may be restored to his official station 
praise, HB, Mexico before the term of his office expires. 
on the Heirheir object doubtless is to enable him to bear 
ball be Biome a thorough knowledge derived from actual 
the re- HR bservation, of the condition of things in Texas, 
tivated Hind of its posture as it regards Mexico and this 
vans, ountry, and that he may do this under circum- 
USS. Bitances to put a stop to the unnecessary effusion 
of blood, if his opinion in regard to the profitless 
‘ character of the war should lead him to that course. 
. q [ Washington Globe. 
and 
t WRECK OF THE MEXICO. 
viel Zo the honorable the court of general sessions in and 
as ; for the city and county of New York. 
is mo- 


sgn The grand inquest in and for the body of said 
ung @ Weity and county upon their oaths present— 


ll cal- That they have felt themselves bound by the 
iterests Higreat excitement produced by the recent fatal ship- 
nig at Mvrecks in this vicinity, to inquire into the causes 
ms that MMfhereof, for the purpose of ascertaining how far 
in the it ey could be attributable to any culpable neglect 
as the Mijn the part of the pilots of this port, and in the 
1 of the ope that such inquiry might in any event be con- 
nent 18 Hi@lucive to the public good. 
It hap- p Their investigation has been particularly direct- 
1s more Med to the loss of the barque Mexico, as bearing 
the * G@ore directly on the question of negligence; and 
nd “a Mi@lthough they were unable to procure the attend- 
A re: Hidnce of the captain in consequence of his absence 
sed oY om the city, they believe they have obtained 
vuld not MBvery important fact from the witnesses examined. 
Imonte, It appears that the vessel made the light house at 
solution andy Hook on the 31st of December; that on 
os want unday she was standing off and on, firing and 
~~ * Baking signals for a pilot without success, and part 
am . {the time with a si gnal of distress flying, although 


hen th .Was not observed by the steamer, which came 
en i BB hin five miles of her. On Monday her position is 












J — matter of some doubt; it being alleged by the cap- 
it re in that she was cruising within a short distance 
it _ the Hook, while the pilots say that on that day 
wing “Y Went out to sea many miles and saw nothing 
case the Mf her, ry 
ouse OM On that night she was blown off by a severe gale 
+. eno. ft Horth west, and on Tuesday, 3d January, she 
la pi salned her station, and encountered the catastro- 
pats he Which has so deeply wounded the public sensi- 
1 exclu Mity, 

to - Itis evident that both in the case of the Bristol 
olicy " Mexico, that their loss is not attributable to 


Wind, which was moderate and off shore, and 












13 so * grand inquest feel bound to state their convic- 
© Pr ME..,.cat both these casualties might have been 
eraw nf “ded by the exercise of a suitable degree of cau- 
was [00 the part of the officers and crews of these 
ont, DOT Bessel, 
ra jor “Ht It appears the Mexico approached Sandy Hook, 
rON rie ig 31.] The pilot boat whose turn it 
by ‘an mp be at that station, having exhausted her 
 sclphial, of pilots, returned to the city, and that her 
, ye .-° Was to have been supplied by another boat, 
om, ane Meh relied upon being towed out on Sunday by a 
— the ‘mer, but was disappointed, and attempted to 


‘Own without her, and got among the ice in the 





Narrows, and was unable to get to the Hook until 
next morning. 

So that during the whole of Sunday their being 
from 12 to 15 sail of vessels waiting for pilots, and 
only one ‘ship (the George Washington) got sup- 
plied, and that was obtained from the steamboat 
New Brighton, which having towed a ship to sea, 
brought the Geo. Washington up to the city, and 
the captain of this steamboat is positive that no 
signal of distress was exhibited by the Mexico 
while he was in sight of her, nor any guns fired 
until she had taken the other ship in tow. 

The grand inquest believe the preceding state- 
ment of facts is a fair analysis of the extensive ex- 
amination entered into by them in relation to this 
unhappy event. 

Desirous, however, of prosecuting their inqui- 
ries in the hope of eliciting information, calculated 
to promote the security of the lives and property of 
their fellow citizens, the grand inquest required 
the attendance of many of our most active ship 
owners, ship masters, port wardens and pilots from 
whom the followin was obtained. 

It appears, that Forty years since the number of 

ilots actually in service in this port, was about 30; 
in the year 1819, when the existing laws regulat- 
ing the pilot system were enacted there were thirty- 
eight, and the number now limited by law to sixty, 
although from various incidental causes, those ac- 
tually fit for duty do not exceed fifty, and probably 
on an average the number is less, which the grand 
inquest feel constrained to say from the informa- 
tion before them, is wholly inadequate especially 
during the quarantine season to the wants of this 

ort. 
: It appears that there are but six pilot boats in 
commission, to each of which are attached, ex- 
clusive of the licensed pilots, from three to five 
apprentices to the profession, who constitute the 
crew. 

These apprentices are bound by law to serve 
five years before qualified to act as pilots, and as 
they generally enter at an early age, this qualifica- 
tion is generally attained at or before the period of 
majority. 

Taking these data and the probable period of 
their subsequent services as pilots, to be thirty 
years, it shows that nearly 150 are fitted for the 
calling, while not more than sixty being eligible by 
law, it follows that three-fifths of the number fitted 
for employment by the devotion of several years of 
their lives to obtaining information so important to 
themselves and their fellow citizens are prohibited by 
law from the service of thetr vocation; an abridgment 
of natural rights, which, in the opinion of the 
grand inquest, is not only prejudicial to the public 
interest, but is wholly inconsistent with the spirit 
of our government and the clearest principle of 
public policy. 

It further appears that there are several partners 
to each boat, but that the total amount of pilotage 
paid on vessels arriving at, or leaving this port, is 
treated as a common fund and divided equally 
among all the branch and deputy pilots; this divi- 
dend is stated by the pilots to amount on an average 
to 1,200 a 1,300 per annum, to each, and it is con- 
tended by the pilots, as the grand inquest conceived 
with much reason, that this is not more than a fair 
compensation to men who lead lives of great ex- 
posure and responsibility. : 

The grand inquest are compelled to state that, 
without exception, the testimony of every merchant 
and ship master, examined by them, was such as 
to reflect great discredit on the vigilance and ac- 
tivity of the pilots of this port, as compared with 
the pilots of any other port of our own coast, as 
well as of the principal ports of Europe. 

It seems to be the inevitable result of a system 
which selects so small a number for so great a 
work, and which secures to them, by legislative 
provisions of the strictest character, the exclusive 
enjoyment of these offices, and in certain cases 
giving them a moiety of the compensation where 
no service is performed. 

And to the combination before alluded to, the 
greater portion of the existing evils may be fairly 
attributed; for being secure of a rateable propor- 
tion of the entire income of the profession, the in- 
dolent are placed on a footing with the enterprising 
and moral, and every incitement to emulation is 
completely paralyzed. 

It is true that the wardens of the port are by law 
authorised to interfere in case of any mal-conduct 
or neglect of duty cn the part of the pilots; but the 
natural reluctance to become an accuser, and there- 
by invite the hostility of the party accused, as well 
of the transient character of those who would be the 
complainants, and the formalities requisite to pro- 
duce effect, occupying time and trouble, has seldom 
placed the charges hefore that body in any specific 
shape. That there is room at present for their in- 





terference, by causing the dismissal from office of 
members of this body, whose general habits render 
them notoriously unworthy of so high a trust, was 
made too palpable before the grand inquest to 
admit of a ate, and in their opinion calls for the 
exercise of authority in some quarter to apply a 
remedy, which is due not only to the weliare of 
society but to the character of the otherwise re- 
spectable association upon whose habits and con- 
duct they are a sana 4 

So sensible have the pilots been of the necessity 
of greater discipline in their own body, that they 
have from time to time established regulations for 
their government, and especially as to the stationing 
of their boats; and have imposed penalties on their 
infraction, but not being legally authorised to en- 
ren them, they have proved nugatory and inefiec- 

ual. 

The grand inquest feel that they have dwelt suf- 
ficiently long on a topic fraught with such painful 
interest to every member of the human family, and 
especially to every citizen of the metropolis of the 
commerce of the western hemisphere, whose re- 
putation and prosperity are so deeply involved in the 
question now before them. 

That great abuses exist in the operation of the 
present system they think has been fully demon- 
strated, and that the system itself is at war with the 
fundamental principles of a government which pro- 
fesses to cherish a fair competition in every branch 
of industry, leaving the community to extend their 
patronage in proportion to the merits of the com- 
petitors. 

Various suggestions have been made, having in 
view an improvement of the present system, and 
of affording relief to vessels approaching the coast, 
among which have been proposed the erection of a 
light house and artificial harbor outside of Sandy 
Hook—throwing open the business to the licensed 
pilots of New Jersey, &e. but the grand inquest 
do not consider this a subject within their pro- 
vince to discuss. To the wisdom of a more com- 
petent tribunal must be left the selection of a re- 
medy, and they cannot doubt that the rigid in- 
vestigation which the subject is now undergoing 
in the minds of the whole community, will cause 
such an organization as shall place our city ona 
footing with the proudest seaport of the old world, 
and make the approach to her shores a matter of 
security to the millions whom the glorious institu- 
tions of our country invite to visit them. 

Signed in behalf of, and by the unanimous order 
of the grand inquest. 

JAMES B. MURRAY, foreman. 

DanieEL H. Tompkins, secretary. 


CINCINNATI PORK MARKET. 

The following interesting account of the manner 
in which hogs are slaughtered in the great pork mar- 
ket of the west, is from a letter to the editors of the 
New York Express, dated 





Cincinnati, Dec. 31. 

Some of the items I gave you in my letter of the 
9th inst. on the subject of pork, and particularly on 
the slaughtering, I had collected sometime since.— 
Having visited the packing and slaughtering houses 
within the last day or two, I found additions and im- 
provements had been made this year, I was not be- 
fore aware of. I will therefore give you another let- 
ter on pork, and go somewhat into particulars. Less 
is doing this winter in pork, than was anticipated 
during the past summer. It was known that hogs 
were plenty throughout the country, and it was be- 
lieved that the prices would consequently be low— 
or lower than last year—but the uncommonly high 
prices paid last winter, induced the drovers to scour 
the country and purchase all the hogs they could 
find, andon driving them to the city, they demanded 
what our packers thought an exorbitant price—say 
for hogs weighing 200 to 250 pounds, $7 00 per hun- 
dred—the consequence was, that the packers gene- 
rally declined purchasing, and the drovers would not 
sell for less, so that but few hogs were packed for 
the first three weeks of the season. In fact, up to 
this time, only about 50,000 hogs have been slaugh- 
tered, whereas two years ago, at the same time, more 
than 120,000 were slaughtered and packed. Some 
of our pork merchants are not packing at all, others 
are doing a little, and none to an extent of former 
years. Hogs, however, remain firm at the prices de- 
manded by the drovers, and sales were made yester- 
day at $7 25 per hundred pounds, for hogs weighing 
about 250 pounds. The pork season generally lasts 
about eight or ten weeks—last year it closed in less 
than eight weeks—in fact, but few hogs were slaugh- 
tered after the first of J anuary. Kighty thousand was 
the number packed last winter. (In the publication 
of my letter of the 9th, by atypographical error, the 
number is set down at 60,000). It is supposed that 
there will not be more packed in the city this winter 
than last, and about a half of the number of winter 
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before last. Hogs are driven tothis market from the 
interior of Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky. I willnow 
give you the modus operandi of slaughtering, which 
is performed with such expedition at the slaughter- 
ing houses of John W. Coleman, esq. who has made 
a large fortune at this business. I find, on visiting 
these houses, which are situated on the north east ex- 
tremity of the corporation line, and bordering on a 
small stream called Deer creek, or, as it would more 
roperly be called at this season of the year, Bloody 
un, that the number of slaughter-houses now 
amount to nine, the largest of which is 160 feet lon 
by 60 wide. The others average 100 feet long by 
60 wide; Mr. Coleman has also another slaughter- 
house at Covington, on the Kentucky shore, which 
makes in all, ten houses. At each of these houses, 
he has now employed, 36 to 40 men—making alto- 
ether, about 380 men, to whom he pays $1 25 to 
2 per day each. Near these houses are pens of va- 
rious sizes, and covering altogether, about forty acres 
of ground—into these pens are driven the different 
droves of hogs by their respective owners, as they 
come into the city, preparatory to the operation of 
slaughtering. These pens hold from 100 to 1,000 
each. In these slaughtering houses there are large 
kettles at.each end, filled with water, whichis kept 
constantly boiling, and the operation of killing, 
scalding, dressing, &c. goes on simultaneously at 
both ends of the several houses—the hogs are hung 
up in the centre to be dressed, before removing them 
to another part of the building to cool. Attached to 
each end of these houses is a small pen that will hold 
about 50 to 60 hogs—into these eg the hogs are 
driven until they are so compact, that the executioner 
walks in on theirbacks, bearing in his hands a large 
sledge hammer with which he ‘deals death and de- 
struction” all around him. When they are all knock- 
ed down, they are removed within the building 
where the knife is passed into the throat. After 
bleeding, they are thrown into the kettle of water 
(one at a time) and thence, after sufficient scalding, 
removed to a bench, when the bristles are scraped 
off by iron scrapers, made expressly forthe purpose, 
and thence hung up, when the “‘gudter,”’ as he is cal- 
led, passes his knife from one end of the hog to the 
other, and removes the offal, and completes the dress- 
ing; and so scientific have these surgeons become, 
that any one of them can complete the inside dress- 
’ ing, removing all within, washing out, &c. of three 
hogs within the minute—and, as I stated in my letter 
of the 9th—each set of men, at each kettle and bench, 
at either of these houses, will knock down, bleed, scald, 
remove the bristles, and complete the inside dressing of 
Jifty hogs within the hour—which would be one hun- 
red hogs ateach house, or one thousand at all the 10 
houses, in a single hour. I learn they now work 
about eight hours per day, and were it necessary-— 
to such perfection has Mr. Coleman brought this 
science of “hog killing’’—that he could at this time 
at his ten houses, slaughter, and have completely 
dressed and hung up to cool, eight thousand awe in 
one day. I will venture to say, there is no place in 
the world, out of Cincinnati, where this can be done, 
and here it can be done. In past years, before Mr. 
Coleman had arrived at such perfection in the art, 
he has slaughtered, dressed and hung up, in four 
houses, and some of them not in double operation, as 
now—twenty-seven hundred in a day—say 8 or 9 hours 
work. The same ratio for den houses, would make 
6,750. Mr. Coleman has no competition in this line 
of business, and I am now informed, that the gut 
lard, soap grease and bristles (which isthe only com- 
pensation received for slaughtering ) is worth about 
50 cents for each hog—which would amount to fifty 
thousand dollars for slaughtering a hundred thousand 
hogs. No mean business, this—an all accomplish- 
ed within 8 or 10 weeks. 

When the hogs become cool, they are conveyed on 
large wagons made expressly for the purpose, to the 
packing-houses, which are the largest and most 
splendid warehouses in the city—there they are cut 
up and packed, the lard rendered and put in kegs, 
and the hams cured for smoking. 

In the winter and spring of 1835, we exported 
about sixty thousand barrels of pork! and one hun- 
dred thousand kegs of lard! Last winter and spring 
we exported about half that quantity, andthe winter 
and spring of 1837, we may possibly export more 
than last year, although it is somewhat doubtful.— 
The quality of the hogs this year is better than it 
was last, and consequently more clear pork will be 
packed than then. There is so far a good demand 
for all the new pork and lard; sales have been made, 
and are now making, at the following prices;—clear 
pork $22; mess $20; prime $18; lard 12 cents. Two 
weeks since, sales were made at prices ten per cent. 
lower than these. These prices are higher than this 
time last year, and it is thought they will be main- 
tained. 

In the article of hams, our pork merchants (those 
who turn their attention to it,) furnish better hams 


than can be found in any other part of the country. 


I will venture the assertion, that the sugaa hams, | 


eured by William M. Walker, and Miller & Lee, 
cannot be surpassed in flavor and goodness of quali- 
Ys generally, in the United States. I am aware that 

e Virginia hams are good. I am also aware, that 
the hams cured in or about Boston are good—very 
good—and there is a reason forit. The hogs are fed 
wholly on corn, the meat is solid, and the hogs ge- 
nerally fat; but still they cannot match the family 
hams put u by Mr. Walker, and Miller & Lee, of 


g | this city—they know how to cure them—and that is the 


great secret, and a secret known but to few. Others 
of our pork merchants cure most excellent hams, 
and perhaps equal toany. I have not had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing. One thing is certain, not only 
the hams, but the pork and lard, exported from Cin- 
cinnati, stands high in all the southern and eastern 
markets. 





POLITICS OF THE DAY. 

The anniversary of the battle of New Orleans 
was celebrated by the democratic citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia at the Old Masonic Hall, in Chesnut 
street, on Monday the 9th inst. George M. Dallas, 
esq. presided, assisted by nineteen vice presidents. 

After the regular toasts, the following letters 
from the president and president elect, were read 


by colonel Henry Simpson, on behalf of the com- 
mittee of invitation. 


Washington, Jan. 4, 1837. 

GENTLEMEN: The kind manner in which you 
have addressed me, inviting me to meet my friends 
of the city of Philadelphia, or. the 8th of January, 
affects me deeply. The honor you dome as a ab. 
lic man, although well appreciated, is not half so 
dear to me as the feeling of personal attachment 
among my fellow citizens, which you inform me 
solicits an opportunity of giving me a heartfelt 
welcome before bidding me a sincere farewell to 
the shades of the Hermitage. Personal debility 
and the pressure of public business, with other 
causes, will deprive me of this last occasion of 
showing how strongly I reciprocate the kind and 
disinterested regard which has animated my friends 
in Philadelphia to support me through so many 
trials, and at such sacrifices to themselves. They 
will, I trust, find some reward in the consciousness 
that they have toiled for one who, at least, meant 
well for his country. With sincere regard, your 
friend and fellow citizen, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

To Messrs. Henry Simpson, Henry Horn and others, 

committee of democratic citizens of Philadelphia. 


Washington, Jan. 5th, 1837. 

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your polite invitation to join my de- 
mocratic friends of the city and county of Philadel- 
phia in their celebration of the anniversary of the 
victory of New Orleans. The obliging and truly 
kind terms in which your invitation is couched, as 
well as the feelings of respect and gratitude with 
which I have been impressed by the incorruptible 
patriotism and steadfast friendship of those you re- 
present, increase my regret in being compelled, by 
official duties, to deny myself the pleasure of join- 
ing you upon the interesting occasion. There is 
no portion of the people of this country whose opi- 
nion of the high deserts of general Jackson is enti- 


tled to more weight than that of the people of 
Pennsylvania. 


They were amongst the first to rally under his 
political standard—have been amongst the most 
constant of his supporters—his administration has 
undergone in that state the test of rigid scrutiny, 
and it doubtless will be amongst the most cheering 
of his recollections, that Pennsylvania, powerful 
and respectable as she is, has sustained it to the 
last. Political history does not afford an example 
of a more useful or a more honorable connection 
between a representative and his constituents. 


I am not insensible, gentlemen, how much there 
is of personal kindness in the flattering, but unde- 
served comparison which you are pleased to insti- 
tute between my humble services and those of 
the distinguished individual, one of whose heroic 
achievements you are about to celebrate. 

To be thus associated with him, however, in the 
confidence and affections of the democracy of the 
city and county of Philadelphia, excites my liveliest 
gratitude; and I beg you to be assured that no ex- 
ertion shall be spared on my part, to realize the 
flatteripg anticipations which you have had the 
goodness to express. Accept my friendly saluta- 
tions, and believe me to be, very truly, yours, 

M. VAN BUREN. 
To Messrs. Henry Simpson, Henry Horn, H. D. Gil- 
pin, B. E. Carpenter, J. Thompson, Peter Hay, 





A. L. Roumfort, committee. 


|lead towards the Belgian capital; and in ¢ 
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hen, 
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LOSTATION EXTRAORDINARy 


CROSSING THE CHANNEL. On Monda N 
14, Mr. Green and his companions dashed oj; °" 
royal balloon, with intention to reach (Wind b 
weather favorable) the metropolis of France Th 
ascent was intended to be.a private and not a he 
lic one, so far as the admission to the gardens tr 
ing notice in the newspapers; but the secret ©.” 
communicated to afew, and those persons, with the 
friends, eagerly embraced the op ortunity of ton 
nessing so remarkable anevent. Mr. Hollang “ne 
Monck Mason, and Mr. Greene, had the hono ... 
the risk of departing on this voyage of discoye + 
They proposed, by regulating the ascent, to ake. 
such a stream of air as would take them, if possible 
towards Paris, and if that should not be practicabj, 
they would be guided by the current, which mist 
ase th 
could not make the opposite coast, whether Fre 


or Belgian, they determined to remain in the 3j- all 
night. The inflation commenced about seven O’clock 
inthe morning. The balloon was inflated almost; 
its utmost dimensions, and appeared capable of ai 
taining an erial flight for many hours or even days 

In the car were upwards of a ton of ballast, < 
veral gallons of brandy and wine, a large supply of 
coffee, cold fowls, ham, &c. an apparatus with’ yp. 
slacken lime for heating the coffee, and every othe, 
appliance to insure comfort and prevent staryatio, 
and cold. There were also a supply of blue lights 
stars, and other fireworks, to be let down at p, ht 
if the voyage was not accomplished before dark. i, 
order to enable the zronauts to reconnoitre the coy. 
try from their elevation, and choose the point of 
their descent, and a number of parachutes, to whic) 
letters were fastened, to be dropped at intervals in th. 
course of progression, for the purpose of apprising 
the public of their transit, arrival and safety—jy ; 
word, a more complete equipment cannot a CON 
ceived. ‘They were moreover, furnished with pas. 
ports from the French and Dutch embassies, an; 
with a letter for the king of Holland from his repre. 
sentative in this country. The ascent took place a 
half past one P. M. The balloon took at first, as 
near as possible, the direction of Maidstone, and 
crossed the Medway seven miles south of Rochester, 
at 12 minutes to three o’clock. 

At four the zronants were two miles south of Can. 
terbury, and caught the first glimpse of the sea within 
a quarter of an hourafterwards. They quitted Eng. 
land precisely at twelve minutes before five; being 
then about one mile east of Dover Castle. The pas. 
sage from London to Dover was therefore effected 
in three hours and eighteen minutes. At ten ni- 
nutes to six the balloon made the French coast, about 
one mile to the east of Calais. The transit across 
the water, occupying one hour and two minutes, 
appears to brave been the quickest part of the pas- 
sage. It appears to have passed close by Cassel, 
and within a few miles of Lille, and by the south of 
Waterloo and Brussels, and over Namur, where it 
arrived at half past eleven. Hitherto the course ta- 
ken had been east south-easterly; but at this period 
a direction due east must have been taken. This, 
however, could not be accurately ascertained, as a 
midnight they were in almost total darkness; nor did 
the day begin to break till towards five o’clock. At 
ten minutes past five the greatest altitude during the 
whole trip was attained; measuring twenty inches '0 
the barometer, giving an elevation of two miles. 

The balloon crossed the Rhine to the north of Cob- 
lentz at about six o’clock, and effected a perfectly 
easy and safe descent a mile or two beyond Wel 
burg, in Nassau, on an estate of the grand duke, who 
has, it is said, (but for this part of the story we “0 
not vouch), lent his palace to the zronautic party it 
the accommodation of themselves and their balloo”. 
The exact extent of the distance traversed it is tif 
ficult to calculate with nicety, on account of the dil 
ferent currents which may have occasioned adetit 
tion from the direct line, which, supposing it toh 
been precisely kept, would be as nearly 345 - 
as possible. Weilburg is situated equi-distant! 
from Coblentz, Wisbaden and Frankfort, at abo# 
thirty miles from each, nearly due north of W isba 
den. For this novel experiment in the art of ba 
loon travelling, and for any results important - 
to science or Scismotlon which may accrue from! 
the public are indebted to Mr. Robert Hollané 
contbenan who has turned much attention to ™ 
subject, and at whose sole expense this enter)™ 
has been carried into effect. 





EXHIBITION OF SILK GOODS. 
The following highly interesting article from 6 
Nantucket <Inquirer” has been on file for 
time, and we regret we could not find room is 
until now. What will become of this interes , 
branch of American industry if Mr. Cambrelens 
grand scheme of reducing the revenue to the W 
of the goveicnment, is carried into effect? 
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0 eee 
= ~, sort of fair was holden at the establishment of 


Noy ntic Silk company on Thursday and yester- 
n th Fr eee was visited <4 between two and three 
d and thousand persons—all of whom expressed their sur- 
The lM prise and gratification at the perfection of the works, 
pub. id the beauty of the products. Among the va- 
giv. yious articles offered for inspection, we have only 
Wag time to enumerate the following:— 
‘their Raw silk. Samples of the kinds imported by the 
| Wit. company from Bengal, Canton, Smyrna, Naples 
, Mr, and Calabria-respectively—some of the skeins mea- 
T and MM suring when opened, near thirty feet in circumfer- 
TY. ~ Te once—the winding of which required the construc- 
°k for MMM tion of reels especially for this purpose: Samples of 
Sible, HM american silk, reeled in Wilmington, N. C. in 


Cable, MB Worcester county, Mass. at New Bedford, by J. 
Rotch, esq. and in Nantucket. The three latter 


"they MM cnecimens were decidedly the best, and were in- 
rench MM deed of a quality superior to any others exhibited. 
alr all Cocoons. Specimens of different kinds—mostly 
Clock roduced in this state; among which were noticed 
Ost t some which were perfectly white, others varying 
f sus from a greenish yellow to a deep orange color.— 
days, One lot, very splendid, and of extraordinary size, 
tf. from Rochester, (Mass.) attracted much notice, be- 
Ply of Me probably the largest and best ever exhibited in 
can the United States. 

oa " Cloths. Samples of silk cloths intended for hand- 
ichte kerchiefs, woven in the gluten. These comprised 
ny tt specimens of the fabrics made in July last, being the 
“y company’s first attempt, and of those now in course 
inde of manufacture. The astonishin improvement 
int of ge made inthe course of a few months, was obvious 
Which fae at @ glance. White and nankin colored velveteens, 
inthe qm of silk warp and cotton filling, for vestings, panta- 
rising fe loons, &c. very stout, and displaying all the lustre 
ligt and high finish of goods composed entirely of silk. 
¢ cop. fae Here was also a owen of handkerchief goods, sent 
h pass. hither from Spita fields, Eng. as a specimen of the 
s, an( qe fabrics woven in that place by hand looms, from a 
repre. certain quality of stock, a lot of which was import- 
lace teed at the same time: lying with it was a sample of 
inst. age the goods manufactured in this mill by power 
e, ange !0oms, from precisely the same stock. ‘The great 



























































difference in favor of the latter, excited the admira- 


hester 
'® tion of every observer. 


f Can Finished goods. These consisted mostly of silk 
within aprons and handkerchiefs—the latter of almost eve- 
dEng- fry conceivable pattern, and varying, from pure 
; being fe white, with a neat pencilled border, to hues of great 
he pas-(™e Drilliancy—some comprising six or eight gorgeous 


colors and dazzling figures intermingled. ‘These 
articles being on sale, were rapidly bought up— 
most of the visiters feeling desirous to possess a 
memento of the early establishment, of this im- 
portant branch of industry upon our island. We 
noticed an eager preference for the white sort, 
vhich, unluckily, constituted but a small ert nel 
on of the whole number. Among the handker- 
chiefs were two placed in contrast—one woven in 
uly, the other in October—showing a wondertul 


flected 
en Wi 
t, about 
L across 
Linutes, 
he pas. 
Cassel, 
outh of 
here it 
urse ta- 


; period advancement in the art. Also, a beautiful hand- 

This exerchief, woven by hand loom, the silk of which 
d, as atewas raised, reeled, thrown and manufactured by 
nor didf/rs. A. Brooks, of Scituate, Mass.; the whole ma- 


ck. At 
ring the 
aches to 
iles. 


hinery used in the several processes, we under- 
ver having been made in the family of Mr. 
rooks, 


The above colored and stamped goods were all 


of Cob-MMprinted by Mr. J. W. Halliday, of the Boston and 
erfectly M@ynn Printing and Dying company, and were manu- 
| Weil MMfactured under the superintendence of Mr. Lloyd 
ke, Wi. Waite, agent of the Atlantic Silk company.— 


we (0 
yarty fot 
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‘the dif 
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Lhe construction and operation of the manufactur- 
n§ apparatus, the product of Mr. Gay’s inventive 
ngenuity, excited great interest. The medal award- 
Ml by the New York Mechanic’s Institute, was 
Iso presented for examination; it bears a charac- 
eristic device, and the following inscription— 
Awarded to the Atlantic Silk company of Nan- 
ucket, for specimens of silk, and silk goods— 





tistanty Sept. 1836”—to which compliment, we doubt 
at abou ot, every visiter on this occasion will cheerfully 
Wisba-@iender a favorable response. 
t of bal 

ithe 
ni BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
sland, ae MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS. 
n to time? the honorable the senate and house of representa- 


lives of the United States in congress assembled, 


HE MEMORIAL OF THE BOARD OF TRADE OF 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK, 
‘spectfully represents— 

he subscribers, in behalf of the board of trade, 
bracing merchants. and traders, citizens of New 
ork, beg leave respectfully to invite the attention 
Congress to the present deranged state of the cur- 
ney and exchanges of the United States, and ask 
“ir interposition to remedy it. They do this, not 
rely in their character as citizens, but because 


nterpl 


from th 
or gol 
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breleng 
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their residence and their occupations, necessarily 
connecting them with the general business of the 
United States, make them the earliest witnesses 
and the first sufferers by any disorder in our moneta- 
ry system, and impose upon them the special duty 
of giving the earliest notice of its existence. 


It is an obvious truth that the great object ofcom- 
merce is to convey the products of industry from 
the original producer to the ultimate consumer, and 
that all obstructions, and all charges upon their pas- 
sage, although apparently borne by the intermediate 
agents, must yet fall at last on the productive classes, 
and are, in fact, only another form of tax on the in- 
du ofthe country. The undersigned, therefore, 
deem it right, not merely for themselves, but for all 
the great interests of the union, to state that the ad- 
vantages which the U. States have for some years 
enjoyed in regard to their currency and exchanges, 
have ceased, and that while every thing in the coun- 
try, all the branches of industry, every species of 
its produce, the rapid extension of its internal im- 

rovements, its relation with foreign countries, all 
indicate a high degree of prosperity, yet great in- 
convenience and distress are felt in consequence of 
the uncertain and vacillating condition of the cur- 
rency and exchanges. The want of a uniform cir- 
culation of universal and equal value is a source 
of constant embarrassment. The exchanges, the 
charges upon the carriage of the produce of the 
country to its destination, have become so disorder- 
ed as to interpose a commercial barrier between 
different sections of the union, while, as an inevita- 
ble consequence, the interest of money has risen to 
a rate so oppressive as to threaten ruin to all branch- 
es of industry. A correct view of the change may 
be obtained by comparing the rates of exchange 
between parts of the United States and the city of 
New York, in the years 1529 and 1836. 


Rates of exchange 


* 
from N. York to _— oer 
Portland Par. 4 tol discount. 
Portsmouth * ane | Sane. 
Boston if partol4 * 
Providence , i * 
Hartford ¥ i " 
Baltimore ” ae " 
Washington 4 discount.$ 1 “ 
Richmond 3 % ae ° 
Norfolk 4 " Rag " 
Fayetteville Par. 2 3 “ 
Charleston 0 1 6s ag 
Savannah 4 discount.1 3 ne 
Augusta and Macon 4 43 . = 7 
Mobile 4 24 7 “ 
New Orleans 1 " 24 7 _ 
St. Louis 3 “ oe ” 
Lexington Rr. 6% " 
Louisville 3 “ a ” 
Cincinnati 1 " Mobs 7 
Pittsburgh 3 “ Seek “ 
Buffalo Par ae " 
Florida s - ° 
But few banks deal in exchanges at the lowest 


rates here quoted and when they do it, itis to a 


very limited amount, when compared to the im- 
mense wants of the mercantile community. 


The extent of those evils upon all the operations 
of industry, will be readily seen by congress, and 
needs no illustration from your memorialists, who 
will proceed to the more agreeable task of suggest- 
ing what seems to be the appropriate correction of 
them.—It is this: 


The whole moneyed system of the U. States is in 
the hands of certain corporations called state banks 
who furnish directly or indirectly all the currency, 
and negotiate by far the greater part of the domestic 
exchanges. That their instrumentality has been 
eminently useful, if not necessary, is willingly con- 
ceded. But to their safe administration it was ear- 
ly deemed essential that the general government, 
charged with the care of the circulating medium, 
and with the commercial regulations between the 
states, should by means of its revenue superintend 
and to a certain degree control their movements. 
For this purpose was devisel the national bank, 
which since the foundation of the government has 
formed a part of our monetary system, except in a 
single interval when evils produced by its absence 
occasioned its re-establisment. The country was 
still languishing under the exhaustion of the revolu- 
tionary war, when the bank of the United States in 
1791 re-established its credit, furnished a sound 
currency, and gave safety to its internal exchanges. 
When it ceased in 1811, the creation of a multitude 
of state banks produced a suspension of specie pay- 
ment and a total derangement of the currency and 
the exchanges, which nothing could retrieve but 





*The rates of 1829 are from the hon. Mr. McDut- 
fie’s report to congress. 





} of the states, I have not a doubt. 


the re-establishment of a similar and larger national 
bank. 

Since the institution has ceased to possess the 
power of control given by the public deposites, both 
the currency and the exchanges have relapsed into 
confusion, and the question now forces itself upon 
congress, by what process the restoration can be ac- 
complished. The memorialists do not hesitate to 
recommend as the most easy, simple and effectual 
expedient, the return to the known and tried system 
of a national bank, which our own experience and 
that of the great commercial nations of Europe con- 
cur in recommending. That some controlling power 
1s necessary, must be manifest. According to the 
report of the secretary of the treasury to congress at 
its present session, within less than three years the 
paper circulation of the banks has increased from 
76 millions to 120 millions, the banking capital in- 
creased from 200 millions to 300 millions; and the 
legislatures of 27 states and territories exercised the 
power of agumenting at will their number. Here 
then are 27 sovereignties with an indefinite power 
to make banks. "ere are several hundred banks 
with an indefinite power to make currency. They 
cannot control each other, the state governments 
cannot control them, since the power of the state 
government is fitted more to prepare than to prévent 
the excesses of banking, so that there is no efficient 
check on the exercise of a power upon which every 
man’s property depends for its value, and every man’s 
industry for its reward. That such a state of things 
can long be endured is impossible. That it must end 
in total derangement, to be rectified only by a great 
confusion is manifest, and it seems therefore the part 
of true wisdom to anticipate, and, if possible to pre- 
vent these excesses. This can be done in two ways 
only. By the power ofthe treasury, or by a nation- 
al bank. But the power of the treasury, over such 
a multitude of institutions, is necessarily very im- 
perfect. It can operate only on banks which are 
the depositories of the public revenue, comparative- 
ly few in number, and not able, however disposed, 
to superintend the operations of other banks. 

The extreme penalty too which the treasury could 
apply to any bank negligent of its credit, would be 
the refusal of its notes for revenue, a penalty which 
would be rather a benefit by withdrawing its super- 
vision from the offender. With every possible re- 
spect too, for those who have been, or may here- 
after be at the head of the treasury, it is obvious 
that there is no peculiar fitness in that department 
for the superintendance of banks, and that there 
may be great danger in thus making the moneyed 
concerns of the country a mere appendage to a su- 
bordinate department of the executive. The present 
scheme was examined by Mr. Gallatin, the secre- 
tary of the treasury, in 1809, and he said of it, that 
the state banks could not transact the public busi- 
ness as well as the bank of the United States; «‘nor,”’ 
added he, “is it desirable that the general govern- 
ment should, in respect to its own operations, be 
entirely dependent on institutions over which it has 
no control whatever. A national bank, deriving its 
charter from the national legislature, will, at all 
times, and in every emergency, feel stronger induce- 
ments, both from interest and from sense of duty, to 
afford to the union every assistance within its pow- 
er.” It was tried by Mr. Dallas, in 1814, and he 
declared that “the establishment of a national insti- 
tution, operating upon credit, combined with capi- 
tal, and regulated by prudence and good faith, is, 
after all, the only efficient remedy for the disordered 
condition of our circulating medium.” If this plan 
of insulated state banks, supervised by the treasury, 
be insufficient, there remains only one expedient, 
the national bank, which has the obvious recom- 
mendation, that, during forty years of its existence 
it succeeded perfectly. Placed at the head of the 
banks of the United States, with the public revenue 
to collect and disburse, coming into constant busi- 
ness contact with all the state banks, it, and it alone, 
can exercise that habitual and gentle, and salu 
supervision, which is at once the check of each and 
the security of them all. In short, such an estab- 
lishment has existed, and is familiar to the habits 
of the country, and your memorialists desire nothin 
better than to return to that system under whic 
the commerce and currency of our country so long 
prospered. 

As to the power of the government to recognize 
such an institution, it is presumed that no doubt can 
now be entertained. It was established during the 
administration of Washington, and has received in 
some form, more or less direct, the sanction of all his 
successors. Even in refusing his assent to the act 
of congress poeens in 1832, the present chief magis- 
trate said “that a bank of the United States compe- 
tent to all the duties which are required by the go- 
vernment, might be so organized as not to infringe 
on our own delegated powers or the reserved rights 
Had the exeen- 
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tive been called upon to furnish the project of such 
an institution the duty would have been cheerfully 
performed.” 

Your memorialists accordingly request, that as 
the moneyed concerns of the country are already de- 
ranged, and are tending to still greater confusion, 
congress will, without delay, create such an insti- 
tution as is suggested by the president, by which 
great advantages may be conferred on the country, 
while the rights of the general government and of 
the states, may be scrupulously protected from en- 
croachment and injury. 

From the relation which exists between this city 
and every section of the United States, in the ope- 
rations of trade, as well as the receipts of the public 
funds, your memorialists also request that the said 
institution may be located in New York. 

In behalf of the board, 
GABRIEL P. DISOSWAY, 
NATHANIEL WEED, 
THOMAS DENNY, 
5S. DRAPER, sr. 
G. 8S. ROBINS. 

The above memorial was unanimously adopted by 
the board of trade, at a meeting, January 4, 1837. 

HUGH AUCHINCLOSS, president. 
Joun Exy, recording secretary. 





THE POST OFFICE CONFLAGRATION. 
In the house of representatives, Friday, January 20. 

Mr. Connor, from the committee on the post of- 
fice and post roads, which was, on the 15th De- 
cember, instructed to inquire into the causes of the 
recent conflagration of the post office department, 
made the following report: 

The committee on the post office and post roads 
report that, in obedience to the resolution of the 15th 
ultimo, instructing them ‘to inquire into the causes 
of this morning’s conflagration of the general post 
office building; and also to inquire what losses have 

been sustained by the government, and whether any, 
and, if any, what legislation is rendered necessary 
by such conflagration;” ‘and that they be authoris- 
ed to send for persons and papers in investigating 
the causes of the burning of the post office building,” 
did, atan early day thereafter, proceed to the inves- 
tigation. They summoned and examined, on oath, 
all persons whom they could learn or suppose any 
information could be obtained from on the subject. 
Among those, were the postmaster general, the ci- 
ty postmaster, the commissioner of patents, the 
watchmen, messengers, and several clerks belong- 
ing to each office, together with citizens who were 
ascertained to have been upon the ground immedi- 
ately after the alarm of fire was given. 

It appears from the testimony that the fire was 
discovered between the hours of three and four 
o’clock inthe morning. As to the precise time, it 
will be seen there is some difference in the state- 
ments of witnesses; and itis but reasonable there 
should be, in the hurry and bustle of getting out of 
bed at that hour, and hastening to the scene. Sa- 
muel Crown, a messenger, who was sleeping in the 
city post office, and Joel C. Reynolds, a watchman 
in the general post office, seem to have been the first 
nersons to discover the smoke, and give the alarm. 
Crown was awakened from sleep by the smoke. He 
jose. Finding the room filled with smoke, he ex- 
amined the fire in his room; went into the passage; 
it was filled with smoke. He waked up Mr. Sum- 
mers, a watchman, and Mr. Cox,a clerk, both of 
whom were sleeping in the city office. He ran out 
of the east door, and found smoke issuing from be- 
neath the platform or steps, by which you enter the 
east end of the building. He passed round to the 
south side, fronting on E street, broke open the cel- 
lar windows. He felt the heat sensibly at the third 
window from the east corner, and at the fourth win- 
dow it was quite hot. Mr. Cox, on rising, épened 
necessarily two doors connecting with the great let- 
ter-room, and passed through one corner of that 
room in getting to the east door; his own room ad- 
joining and the letter-room were filled with smoke, 
but no light was to be seen. He heard the fire 
cra¢kling beneath his feet as he passed out. 

Mr. Kennedy, one of the clerks in the city office, 
resides near the building; heard the alarm, and was 
onthe ground shortly—and made several ineffectual 
efiorts to enter the letter-room, as did others. But 
such was the density of the smoke when the first 
discovery wa3 made, and very quickly afterwards 
of heat, that it is believed an effort at any time af- 
ter the discovery would have been unavailing. Ve- 
ry shortly after this, the fire was seen burstin 
through the floor in the letter-room, as is su pial 
some fifteen or twenty or thirty feet from the east 
door of that room. The fire increasing rapidly, ve- 
ry quickly appeared at the window on the south 
side, and burnt through the second window on the 
east side of the south delivery-door. In the testi- 
mony of those who reached the ground early, there 





is scarcely any difference in relation to the smoke 
issuing from the cellar windows, and proves con- 
clusively that the fire originated in the cellar, under 
the city post office. About the time that the fire 
burst from the cellar windows and the window 
above on the east side of the delivery-door, an en- 
gine had arrived and was in readiness, and com- 
menced playing, first into the cellar window, and 
then in at the upper window into the letter-room. 
A momentary hope seems to have been entertained 
that the fire might yet be extinguished. But the 
water failed, and the building was given up by all 
for lost. Other engines arrived, but too late to ren- 
der any service. An engine belonging to the post 
office department was, very shortly after the disco- 
very of the fire, brought, but was ascertained to be 
out of repair and useless. That, and some buckets 
belonging also to the post office department, are the 
only means which seem to have been provided at 
any time to meet such contingency. Nota ladder 
of any length could be obtained in the neighbor- 
hood of the building. Several witnesses expressed 
the opinion, that, had there been engines and other 
means necessary at the building within a reasonable 
time after the discovery and alarm, the fire might 
have been extingaished. 

The officers, clerks and messengers, reside in 
different parts of the city, many of them at so great 
a distance from the office as not to have heard the 
alarm; others at so late an hour as not to have got- 
ten to the ground until the building throughout was 
in flames. Those who were present seemed to ex- 
ert themselves in doing whatever could be done.— 
The postmaster general, residing within a few rods 
of the building, was, very shortly after the alarm 
was given, at the office, and, apprehending the con- 
sequences, went directly into his office, and com- 
menced, with some two or three others there, the 
getting out of the books and papers belonging to 
the post office department. Those on the first and 
second floors were gotten out, except the files and 
some books belonging to the office of appointments. 
Those were in cases in the rooms and around the 
walls adjoining the patent office. Some books 
from the third story were saved; the greater part 
were lost. 

Your committee have examined thirty-two per- 
sons, whose testimony they here present. That 
testimony, taken together, is conclusive to the 
minds of your committee, that the fire did originate 
in the sales under the city post office; but in which 
room in the cellar they will not undertake to say 
certainly, and are unable to charge the fire with 
certainty to any particular cause. From the testi- 
mony of the messengers in the city post office and 
patent office, it appears that they were in the habit 
of depositing ashes in the cellar; a practice that 
your committee views as highly improper and dan- 
gerous. On the morning preceding the fire, the 
messenger attached to the — office did depo- 
site a small quantity of ashes in the third room 
from the east corner. They were taken up, he 
states, the morning before their deposite, and re- 
mained there that day and night in an iron vessel; 
and such was their precaution, that they never did 
deposite the ashes in the cellar on the day they 
were taken up. Those ashes are represented as 
being placed in a pine box that would contain from 
fifteen to twenty bushels. In this room the patent 
office had their winter’s wood stored. The box 
stood near a brick wall, and some four or five feet 
distance from the wood. Yet other boxes were 
near the one used as an ash-box. 

It further appears, from the testimony of several, 
that, some year or more ago, a box placed in the pas- 
sage in the cellar for the purpose of depositing ashes 
in, did take fire, but was fortunately discovered in 
time, and ousted, before any injury was done. It is 
possible that the fire may have originated in this box 
containing ashes, but from the evidence your com- 
mittee are left in doubt and uncertainty. The box 
was placed near a brick wall, some four or five feet 


distant from the wood. Other boxes, dry, and of 


inflammable material, (pine), were near and on the 
side that stood the ash-box, and, on being set fire 
to, would have produced a flame that would proba- 
bly have been seen by those who first discovered 
the smoke. Yet those witnesses who were ear- 
liest on the ground saw no light in the cellar, but 
all agree in seeing smoke issuing from the win- 
dows, and most freely from those in the second and 
third rooms from the east corner. That the fire 
originated in one of two rooms in the cellar, (the 
second apd third rooms from the east corner), there 
is no difference of opinion with your committee; 
as to the particular room, some difference of opi- 
nion is entertained, the majority being unable to 
decide in which of the rooms it commenced. 

The testimony of Mr. Cox, a clerk, and Mr. 
Crown, the messenger, both of whom slept in the 
office, as well as others, proves that all was safe in 





tee 


that Morn. 
arily in the 


the office at about half after two o’clock 
ing; a portion of the clerks were necess 
office every night until about that hour; that m 
ing, about half’ after two, the business was ome 
and the clerks left the office for their homes.” 
their retiring, the fires in the hearths and gti . 

° Ve 
were examined by Mr. Cox and Mr. Crown. : : 
so secured that there was believed to be no may 
before they went to bed. Mr. Summers, the watch, 
man, whose duty it is also through the night to oi, 
out the mails, states in his testimony that a 
three o’clock that morning, he was cailed y by ts 
driver for the southern mail; that, after de iverine 
it, he went out of the east door and over the le 
form or steps, under which smoke was afterwarj, 
discovered; at that time all was calm and Quiet 
and there was no appearance or smell of smoke _’ 
It appears that charges to be careful about fire Were 
almost daily ate by the postmaster to thos. 
around him. In the post office department ther, 
were two watchmen employed, who took it by 
turns in watching through the night, one of whoh 
was on duty until midnight, when the other Was 
aroused to his duty, and continued up until sunrise. 
they were required often through the night to }; 
out, and look around not only that part of tig 
building occupied by the post office department, }y; 
the whole building. 

The diagrams marked A and B will exhibit the 
position of the rooms in the basement or cellar, aj; 
the first floor or city post office. C exhibits the 
building after the fire, with the marks of fire ayj 
smoke. The old building was occupied entire by 
the general post office, and the new part or east end, 
erected some ten or twelve years since, the first floo; 
of which was occupied by the city post office, ay 
the second and third stories were occupied by the 
patent office. The passage in the cellar, in cop. 
nexion with that in the old building, was continue) 
quite through the new one, and on either side wer 
divided into rooms which have been used for woos, 
coal, lumber, &c. The first room in the south east 
corner had in it pine wood and coal; the second, wesi, 
was filled with oak and pine wood, both belonging to 
the city office; the next or third, was stored with 
wood belonging to the patent office, and in which 
stood the ash-box before mentioned. On the north 
side the first room had in it wood, the second was 
not occupied, the third occupied by the patent office, 
the fourth had in it coal belonging to the general post 
office; the windows in the rooms on the east, south 
side, had wooden shutters hung on the upper side, 
that fell too of themselves, and might be entered 
without difficulty by any person who wished to pass 
in on the first floor. The postmaster occupied the 
room in the south eastcorner, and in which the mes- 
senger slept at night. The next and large room 
fronting south on E street, was the letter and news. 
paper room; the front room on the north side {row 
the east corner was used by Mr. Summers, the 
watchman as a sleeping room, and had in it also 
portmanteaus, bags, &c.; the second contained cai 
dles, oil, portmanteaus, old letter cases, paper, Kc. 
in this room fire at no time was kept; the third was 
used by Mr. Cox, the fourth by colonel Corcorat, 
assistant postmaster. 

In relation to the losses sustained by the gover 
ment, your committee are unable to offer any op! 
nion satisfactory to themselves, or that might be :0 
to others. Much of that lost none could fix a value 
on; the models, the drawings, the books, and all els 
connected with the patent office, are lost—nothin 
saved. The letters, papers, and mails that remained 
in the post office, with the furniture, all destroyet, 
with the fuel belonging to the offices. | 

The necessity forthe erection of a building fort! 
accommodation of the post office department mu 
be obvious to all. The great object of the gover 
ment should be the safety and preservation of te 
records. Those can be secure only in_ buildins 
strictly fire-proof. It was the practice in the p™ 
office building, and perhaps is the same in the oth 
departments, necessarily so, of stowing in the cel- 
lars of the buildings their fuel. The danger that the 
buildings are always liable to of aaa fired accl- 
dentally or otherwise, can be prevented only by tl 


erection of out-buildings for the stowing in of wo 


and coal; and for that purpose your committee hav’ 
instructed me to report a bill. ; 

The bill accompanying the report was twice re%® 
and referred to a committee of the whole. 


MEMORIAL OF WM. B. LLOYD. 

To the editors of the National Intelligencer: | 
GENTLEMEN: The accompanying memoria "" 
this morning enclosed to the honorable THO 
Morats, and delivered to him in his seat 1n - 
United States senate, with a note from mysel his 
siring him as a friend, and demanding, as one 0 te 
constituents, that he should present it to the sené"” 
This he refused to do, and returned me the pa? 
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ij areply. From the honorable stand taken 
ag Meets on the night of my seizure, In 
oF cing an almost unaided effort to rescue a cili- 
zen from injustice and oppression, I was led to 
pelieve that I might rely on him to procure the 
means of being heard, and of denying the charges 
and abuse heaped upon me by Mr. Senator Ben- 
OT might procure the presentation of the memorial 
through other members of that body, who are my 
friends, but as no one of them took part or lot in 
the matter, I do not think it proper to trouble those 

entlemen with it. 

A proper sense of self-respect, anda due regard 
to my own dignity, will not permit me again to ask 
any favor or right from those members who have 
shown such an entire disregard to individual jus- 
tice, and the rights of “that people’’ whose servants 
they are. ; ' 

Nothing then is left me but to lay the matter be- 
fore the country by the same means which have al- 
ready made a eer of the transaction known to the 
world—the public papers. ; 

The late hour prohibits my entering further into 
the matter at present. Respectfully yours, Xc. 

WM. B. LLOYD. 

Washington, Jan. 19. 


To the honorable senate of the United States: 

The memorial of William B. Lloyd, a citizen of 
the state of Ohio, respectfully represents: That on 
Monday, the 16th of January, at a late hour of the 
night, your memorialist was present, with a large 
number of citizens, (all of whom to him were en- 
tire strangers), in the gallery of the senate. 

That, while the dee of the senate was discharg- 
ing the office imposed upen him of “expunging” a 
eertain resolution from the journals of your body, 
aloud, sudden and continued Aiss proceeded from 
the people in various parts of the galleries, appa- 
rently at the same instant. 

That your memorialist heard an order issued by 
the presiding officer to clear the galleries, which 
order your memorialist was ready and willing to 
obey. But immediately after the issuing of that 
order, and before it was carried into effect, he 
heard the doors ordered to be closed. And your 
memorialist then heard an individual senator, in a 
tone of command, say, in substance, and as nearly 
as your memorialist can recollect, in the words that 
follow: 

“Let the hired ruffians of the bank, who are here, 
as when the bank was in power, armed to the teeth, 
attempting to overawe the proceedings of this senate, 
not escape. Let them be seized! Seize the ruffians! 
There!—there is one who can be easily recognised. 
Seize him!” 

Your memorialist was then arrested by the ser- 
geant-at-arms, and imprisoned in one of the rooms 
of the capitol until conducted into the presence of 
the senate, where he was also detained in close cus- 
tody, until, after being declared by an individual 
senator to have been “suFFICIENTLY PUNISHED,” 
your memorialist was ordered by the presiding ofli- 
cer to be discharged. 

Your memorialist heard no charge preferred 
against him, except as implied in the conversation 
of senators during the time he was in custody, and 
from the language of the individual senator before 
referred to. He saw no written process, nor does 
he know or believe that any warrant or legal autho- 
rity existed for his arrest. 

Nor were any interrogatories addressed to him. 
And when your memorialist, in a respectful man- 
ner, asked the presiding officer “if he might be 
permitted to speak a word in his own behalf,’’ the 
privilege of speech and defence was denied himn— 
his voice was attempted to be drowned by cries of 
“remove him’—‘‘remove him;”’ and, by order of 
the presiding officer, he was thrust ignominiously 
from the door of the senate. 

Your memorialist believes that he was thus de- 
prived of those rights and privileges which are 
guarantied to him by the letter and spirit of the 
constitution—of those rights which the the of 
England so long struggled to secure—which our 
forefathers deemed of so high importance that they 
have individually specified them in our own sacred 
charter, and one of which was reaffirmed by your 
body in the eighth sentence of the preamble of the ex- 
Ppunging resolutions which were passed a few minutes 
Previous to the arrest of your memorialist, in the fol- 
lowing words: «And whereas, the said resolve was 
not warranted by the constitution, and was irregu- 
larly and illegally adopted by the senate 1n viora- 
TION OF THE RIGHTS OF DEFENCE WHICH BE- 
LONG TO EVERY INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN,” &c.— 
And, also, of the declaration contained in the tenth 
sentence of the same preamble. 

Your memorialist has heretofore, from his earliest 
youth, entertained the most exalted feeling of re- 





spect for the senate of the United States, as a con- 
stituent branch of the government. He has ever 
regarded its members as the guardians of the sacred 
liberties of the people, as weil as of the dignity of 
the nation, and he has ever considered it his duty as 
well as his high privilege, in that capacity, to honor 
and respect them. That belief and those feelings 
he wishes ever to be able to maintain. 

Your memorialist, therefore, confidently and re- 
spectfully asks of the senate that his denial of the 
truth and propriety of the degrading epithets ap- 

lied to him on the floor of the senate, and that this 
bis statement and protestation against the course 
pursued in thus prejudging and punishing him 
without a hearing, may be read and received by the 
senate. 

Your memorialist denies that he is a “ruffian.” 
And so far from being, as charged and CONVICTED, 
‘shired by the bank,” he is not even acquainted 
with any of its officers, nor does he know that he 
has seen any one of them within the last ten years. 
Nor has your memorialist at any time been indebt- 
ed in any sum of money, or in any amount of ser- 
vice, to that bank, nor has he any amount of inter- 
est or concern in that or any bank whatever. 


Your memorialist, with all due respect to your 
constituted body, cannot allow his own private 
character to be considered of less importance than 
that of any other man living; nor can he, for a mo- 
ment, believe that his own conscious rectitude of 
intention is not equally well founded with that of 
any member of your honorable body. 


As a free-born American citizen, entitled to the 
full and free enjoyment of all those rights, and to 
that protection v-hich the constitution and laws of 
our country promise to the humblest as well as to 
the highest individual, your memorialist respectful- 
ly demands the only redress which can now be ex- 
tended to him—the reading and reception of this 
his solemn declaration and protest. 

Washington, January 18, 1837. 





VOTES IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN- 
TATIVES. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17. 

Upon suspending the rules, so as to allow Mr. 
Underwood to introduce a resolution looking to the 
prevention of the mutilation of the records of either 
house of congress: 

YEAS—Meegsrs. Adams, C. Allan, Heman Allen, 
Ashley, Bailey, Bond, Briggs, Wm. B. Calhoun, 
Carter, John Chambers, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. 
Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Dawson, 
Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Granger, 
Graves, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, 
Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hazeltine, Heister, 
Hoar, Howell, Ingersoll, Janes, Henry Johnson, 
Lawrence, Lay, L. Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Sampson 
Mason, Maury, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Pat- 
ton, J. A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phil- 
lips, Pickens, Potts, Rencher, Robertson, Russell, 
W. 8B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Sloane, Spangler, 
Standefer, Steele, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Under- 
wood, Vinton, Washington, White, Elisha Whittle- 
sey, L. Williains, Sherrod Williams, Wise, Young 
—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Barton, Bean, Beaumont, 
Black, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, 
Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Ca- 
sey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, John F. H. Clai- 
borne, Cleveland, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, 
Davis, Doubleday, Efner, Fairfield, Farlin, French, 
Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, J. Garland, Gholson, Gillett, 
Glascock, Graham, Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hail, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hen- 
derson, Halsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, J. Johnson, 
Richard M. Johnson, C. Johnson, B. Jones, Kennon, 
Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, G. 
Lee, J. Lee, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, A. 
Mann, J. Mann, Martin, W. Mason, Moses Mason, 
May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, 
Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, 
Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ro- 
gers, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, 
Sprague, Sutherland, Thomas, John ‘Thompson, 
Toucey, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, 
Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, T.T. Whittlesey, Yell 
—118. 

Upon ordering to lie on the table Mr. Allan’s pro- 
position concerning the proceeds of the future sales 
of the public lands: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ash, Ashley, Barton, Bean, 
Beaumont, Bell, Black, Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bor- 
den, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, 
Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cha- 
pin, John &. H. Clagborne, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, 
Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Doubleday, Dromgoole, 











Gholson, Granger, Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, 
Hubley, Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. John- 
son, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, J. W. Jones, 
B. Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, 
Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leonard, I ewis, 
Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job 
Mann, William Mason, 8. Mason, Maury, May, 
McCarty, McKay, McLene, Miller, Moore, Mor- 
an, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, 
atton, Dutee J. Pearce, Pinckney, John Reynolds, 
J. Reynolds, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Sickles, 
Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Sprague, Sutherland, Tay- 
lor, Thomas, John Thomson, oucey, Turrill, Van- 
derpoel, Vinton, Wardwell, Weeks, Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, T. T. Whittlesey, Yell—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman 
Allen, Anthony, Bailey, Briggs, Buchanan, John 
Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Carter, John Cham- 
bers, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, 
Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Evans, Everett, 
French, Graham, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, Grif- 
fin, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hazletine, Hen- 
derson, Heister, Hoar, Holsey, Hopkins, Howell, 
Huntsman, Ingersoll, Janes, Jenifer, Laporte, Law- 
rence, Luke Lea, Lincoln, McComas, McKennan, 
McKim, Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, Parker, 
James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, 
Pickens, Potts, Rencher, Richardson, Robertson, 
Russell, W. B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Shinn, 
Slade, Standefer, Steele, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, 
Turner, Underwood, Wagener, Washington, White, 
Sherrod Williams, Young—82. 

So the whole subject was laid on the table. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 
Previous to the passage of Mr. Wise’s resolution, 
on Tuesday the 17th inst. for an inquiry into the 
manner in which the various executive departments 
have conducted their business that gentlemen ad- 
dressed the house as follows: 

Mr. Vanderpoel having withdrawn his motion for 
the previous question, on a pledge from Mr. Wise, 
that he would renew it— 

Mr. Wise then said that the parliamentary prac- 
tice had been that the gentleman who had offered a 
resolution and opened a debate, should be indulged 
in replying to members who had opposed it, and in 
concluding the debate. He had intended to avail 
himself of this indulgence, but now the previous 
question was forced upon the house. Now, it ap- 
peared, gentlemen seemed disposed to pass the re- 
solution: to pass it, in order to save the administra- 
tion party from the imputation of delaying action 
ou the resolution by debate. He would ask, how- 
ever, and he would thank gentlemen to answer him, 
whether they could now relieve themselves from 
this odious imputation—an imputation which they 
deserve. I tell you and the country (said Mr. W.) 
that I have been asking for this investigation for 
nearly two years. And how far are we now from 
the end of the session? Within six weeks of the 
end, with all our other duties to attend to, and we 
are told that this is a sufficient space of time to in- 
vestigate the huge, the mammoth operations of this 
corrupt and profligate administration. Six weeks, 
sir. [ have been detained two weeks at home, de- 
tained by the state of the weather, and I find, on 
my return, that the administration has already car- 
ried out their own work for me, by which I am 
detained from ten until nearly midnight in wading 
through one single branch of this investigation. 

Gentlemen now propose to give me this Hercu- 
lean task. Gentlemen, it is like all your candor, 
all your plans, and all your honesty. Make the 
most of it. Go, with a blush on your cheeks, with- 
out shame or confusion, before the people, and tell 
them this! 

Mr. Speaker, the whole of a short session is not 
sufficient to investigate Reuben’s concerns alone; 
the whole of a long session, the whole time for 
which a congress is elected, would not be time 
enough to call up all the witnesses from the ex- 
treme borders of this immense republic to testify 
against your government—witnesses that I know 
can be brought up to testify against youn—witnesses 
who can change inquiries into specifications, and 
can change your notes of triumph and your strains 
of eulogy into humble notes of shame and looks 
of confusion. 

Sir, I will say, for one, to the gentleman from N. 
York, (Mr. Vanderpoel), that it is too late to grant 
the investigation proposed by this resolution. It is 
now the 17th day of January, and more than one- 
half of the session is gone, necessarily terminating 
on the 4th of March. It is too late for any investi- 
gation. If any good can be done by it; if any 
clues can be afforded to the corruptions of the go- 








vernment, they must be afforded by the indulgence 


Efner, Farlin Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Rice Garland, \of the freedom of debate on this floor. Will you 
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refuse that indulgence? Will you require that all 
our lips should be hermetically sealed, now that 
this farce of an investigation has been gotten up’? 
You have given us one committee that has no 
power to investigate abuses. All questions of cor- 
ruption or no corruption are limited and bound 
down to facts that were already notorious. Yet 
that investigation alone will take all our time. 
How can I or my friend from Tennessee (Mr. 
Peyton) attend to both these committees? We are 
held up as persecutors; we are no persecutors, but 
we are placed in this odious light in relation to these 
charges against the government. If gentlemen in- 
tend to hold us responsible for a failure, give us 
time, means and opportunity, and do not drive us 
into the space ofa moment, and contract us into the 
compass of anut-shell. Bind a man hand and foot, 
and then tell him to arise and walk! Tie him fast 
with your power, and then tell him to war against a 
iant! Is this your justice? Itis your justice!— 
eaven defend me from such justice! Heaven de- 
fend the country from such guardians as these! Sir, 
I have witnessed enough within the last twenty-four 
yore to make me feel that the country has no guar- 
ians. 
I now renew the motion made by the gentleman 
from New York for the previous question. And the 
house seconded the sidi-~catpen 94, noes 51. Mr. 
Morgan called for the yeas and nayson the question 
of taking the main question; which were ordered, 
and being taken, were—yeas 121, nays 52. So the 
house determined that the main question should now 
be put. Mr. Huntsman asked for the yeas and nays 
on the main question; which were ordered. And 
the main question being on concurring with the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, on the 
original resolution of Mr. Wise, reported therefrom, 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 165, 
nays 9. So the resolution was adopted. 


REMARKS OF MR. HENDRICKS, 
ON THE EXPUNGING RESOLUTION. 

[Jn senate, January 16. The following remarks 
of Mr. Hendricks upon Mr. Benton’s expunging re- 
solution were unavoidably omitted in the last “Rr- 
GISTER.’’] 

Mr. Hendricks said that, at this late hour of the 
day, it would be out of place to attempt an argu- 
ment or a speech to the senate, and such was not 
his purpose in the few words he had at present to 
say. It had been his intention, some time ago, to 
have troubled the senate with his views some- 
what at large on this subject; but he would content 
himself now with saying a very few words; and this 
was perhaps necessary, owing to the peculiar posi- 
tion he occupied in relation to the proposition be- 
fore the senate. It would be recollected that he had 
voted against the resolution of 1834, so much com- 
plained of, the resolution which it was now propos- 
ed to expunge from the journals of the senate. He 
did so for many of the reasons contained in the pre- 
amble to the resolution now on our tables. In some 
of the reasons, however, contained in that pream- 
ble, he did not concur, and, of course, could not 
vote for it. For some of the reasons contained in 
it he could most ag vote. Nomemberof the 
senate more than himself (said Mr. H.) regretted 
the passage of that resolution. No one could have 
been more opposed to it. He viewed it as an ap- 
ple of discord set in motion, a firebrand thrown into 
the community, calculated to do more harm than 
, any other measure proposed at that eventful session; 
and he now believed that it had done more harm in 
exciting party spirit to its present dangerous height 
than any other measure which could have been pro- 

osed. The danger apprehended to the constitution 
te this act of expunging (said Mr. H.) isa natural 
consequence of the measure of 1834; as much so as 
that one act of violence should succeed another. A 

arty in power to-day, and who shall use that power 
indiscreetlv, will be sure to meet with retaliation as 
soon as the opposite party shall triumph. Hence, 
violent measures of this kind are as sure to succeed 
each other in the mutations of party power as effect 
is to follow cause. 

Much, however, as he was opposed to the reso- 
lution of 1834, he could not vote to expunge it from 
the journals. That was a question, in his opinion, 
having nothing to do with the merits or demerits of 
the original proposition. The question before the 
senate was one of power to oe the journal, no 
matter what journalit might be. He thought that 
no such power existed iu the senate, nor any where 
else; and his oath to support the constitution of the 
United States was imperative, and prohibited him 
from giving any such vote, whatever may have been 
his opinion of the resolution proposed to be expung- 
ed. It was, inhis view of the constitution, as much 
a duty to keep and preserve the journals of uncon- 





our bad acts as our good ones; because it is for these 
they will call us to account, and it would be strange 
doctrine, that we could shield ourselves from re- 
sponsibility by expunging the journals. The argu- 
ment, then, of the senator from Pennsylvania, that 
the resolution of 1834 was unconstitutional, and 
therefore ought to be expunged, did not in the least 
relieve his mind. He understood, too, that this was 
the basis of the votes of other members of the se- 
nate in favor of expunging. Much as he disap- 
proved of the resolution of 1834, he believed that it 
was constitutional, and that it was such a proposi- 
tion as the senate might entertain and adopt. He 
saw nothing unconstitutional about it. It might, or 
it might not, be considered an abstract proposition. 
It had, indeed, remained as a mere declaratory ex- 
pression of the senate, but it might have been the ba- 
sis of legislation. Whetherit be true or false, is a mat- 
ter of opinion. Those who voted for it, unquestiona- 
bly believed its affirmations to be true. They be- 
lieved that the president had, in relation to the re- 
venue, exercised authority and power not conferred 
by the constitution and laws, but in derogation of 
both. He, who voted against it, believed that the 
authority and power exercised by the president was 
not in derogation of the constitution and laws; and 
however much he dissented on the ground of expe- 
diency from that which had been done, he never 
doubted the constitutional and legal power of the 
president to do what he did. 

It had been said (continued Mr. H.) that the re- 
solution of 1834 contains impeachable matter against 
the president, and that, on this account, it is not en- 
titled to a place on the journals. He did not think, 
however, that it contained any impeachable matter. 
It charged no evil or corrupt intention, which was 
the essential ingredient of impeachable matter. He 
referred to the case of Peck’s trial before the se- 
nate, and stated that the absence of proof of corrupt 
intention was the basis of his acquittal by the se- 
nate. This had been the reason of his own vote of 
acquittal, and this he had good reason to believe, 
was the basis of votes of acquittal generally. 

In voting against expunging, he did not vote to 
affirm the truth of the resolution of 1834. He had 
already stated the reverse. He believed that the 
president had the power, whatever he might think 
of its exercise, under the circumstances of that 
case. But his opinion that the resolution proposed 
to be expunged was, and is untrue, had nothing to 
do with his duty in the present case, and could not, 
in any degree, influence his vote. The senate had 
no power to expunge the journals. He could, 
without the least difficulty, vote upon the journals of 
the present session, a resolution to rescind that of 
1834, or to afiirm a contrary proposition. This, 
while it would clearly assert the opinion of the se- 
natein relation to the proceedings of 1834, would 
not obliterate the journals of that day, and would 
have all the effect of the mode proposed. 

Mr. H. here referred to the constitution, which 
says that “each house shall keep a journal of its 
proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, 
excepting such parts as may in their opinion re- 
quire secrecy,” and said, that the obligations of his 
oath to support the constitution of the United States 
made, in his conscience ind judgment, his duty on 
the present occasion clear and imperative. The 
constitution required the journal to be kept. He 
could not vote to destroy, or expunge, or obliterate 
it. But it is contended (said Mr. H.) that the black 
lines oo, to be drawn around the journal of 
1834 will not expunge it in reality; that they will 
take nothing away from it. It will not, however, 
be contended that writing the words required to be 
written across the face of it will not deface, and, to 
a certain extent, obliterate it. But suppose these 
black lines and this writing upon the journal of 1834 
takes nothing away from that journal, it will surely 
not be denied that a material addition will be made 
toit. Theconstitution requires the journal to be 
ublished, but how was this to be published? Could 
it be published as the journal of 1834? No. Thathad 
been published three years ago. There were in that 
publication no black lines; no writing across the 
face of the record. If you publish it as the journal 
of 1834, you falsify the former publication. You 
cannot publish it as the journal of 1837, because it 
is the journal of 1834. There, and there only, are 
the black lines and labellous writing to be found.— 
No page of the journal of 1837 contains any thing 
like it. In what shape, or form, or manner, then, 

will you obey the injunction of the constitution, in 

publishing the journal of these proceedings? The 

truth is, (said Mr. H.) the more we look at this 

thing, the mofe difficulty we must see in it; the 

more certainly will it appear to be a proceeding, not 

contemplated by the constitution, but incompatible 

with it. It makes a case, which, in the simple pub- 

lication of the journals, the cotstitution will not 








stitutional proceedings, if such there be, as of any 
other. Our constituents have as much right to know ) 
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SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

January 18. The chair presented a comm 
tion from the war department, with a report 
chief engineer, in relation to the Delaware 
water; 

Also, a communication from the treasury de 
partment, with a report of the register of the trea. 
sury, in relation to imports and exports for the year 
1836; 

Also, a communication from the post office de. 
partment, in conformity to a resolution of the go. 
nate at the last session, stating the entire emoly. 
ments received by each and every postmaster jp, 
the United States, &c. All ordered to be printed 

[Petitions were presented by Messrs. Moorp 
Davis, Linn, Kent, Southard and Strange, all of 
which were referred. The memorial presented } 
Mr. Moore was from the legislature of Alabam; 
praying the extension of pre-emption rights to citi. 
zens in the Cherokee country, to citizens of the 
state generally; and praying also the passage of , 
law to allow citizens having lost their improve. 
ments by means of speculators, to enter other lands 
in lieu thereof; also asking congress to pass a law 
in relation to the two per cent. allowed to the state 
on sales uf the public lands.] 

By Mr. King, of Georgia—Resolved, That the 
secretary of state be requested to transmit to the 
senate copies of all correspondence in his depart. 
ment, not heretofore communicated, (or so much 
thereof as may be communicated without injury to 
the public interest), showing the present relations 
between the United States and Texas. 

By Mr. Crittenden—Resolved, That the secreta- 

ry of war be directed to communicate to the senate, 
in addition to the report or letter of explanation of 
overnor Call concerning military operations in 
lorida, required by resolution of the 14th instant, 
the communication calling for that report, and any 
other communication from or to the said governor 
on the subject thereof. 
By Mr. Ewing, of Ohio—Resolved, That the se- 
cretary of the treasury be directed to communicate 
to the senate a statement of the amount of moneys 
received for public lands in each month of the year 
1836, so far as he has returns thereof. 

Also, resolved, That he inform the senate what 
amount of money has been expended in each month 
of the year 1836 in removing gold and silver from 
the land offices to the deposite banks; (and whether 
any, and, if any, the amount of losses sustained 
thereby). 

The parenthetical part of the resolution was ac- 
cepted as an amendment on the suggestion of Mr. 
Clay. 

Several bills were reported, read and ordered to 

a second reading, which will be noticed in their 
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r. Walker, from the committee on the public 
lands, to whom was referred the subject of the trea- 
sury order of July 11th, 1836, made a report ac- 
companied by a bill; which was read twice, by 
=" and made the order of the day for Friday 
next. 

[The bill provides that the United States shall 
receive the paper of such banks only as from this 
time issue no notes less than $5, and of none issu- 
ing less than $10 after December 30th 1839. It 
also places certain restrictions on the deposite 
banks, under the direction of the secretary of the 
treasury. ] 

The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, 
except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
came up for consideration as the special order. 
Mr. Walker said, if any gentleman wished now 
to speak on the subject, he desired that he might 
have the opportunity of so doing. Otherwise, he 
moved to postpone the further consideration of the 
bill till to-morrow. 

Mr. Ewing moved to postpone it till Monday next, 
he not having had time to prepare to proceed with 
the discussion. Agreed to. 

The bill anticipating the payment of the indemni- 
ties becoming due under the French and Neapoli- 
tan treaties was discussed, the question being on 
ordering it toa third reading. 

Mr. Wright explained the object of the bill. [It 
advances to the claimants under those treaties the 
amount of the instalments remaining yet due, viz: 2 
million and a third from France, and a little over a 
million uader the Neapolitan, which remain on an 
interest of 4 per cent. About one-half the money 
will return into the treasury in May next, if the 
French treaty is complied with.] 

The bill was warmly opposed by Mr. Clay, both 
on financial and constitutional grounds. He insist- 
ed that the arrangement amounted to nothing but 
a loan of so much money to these claimants at 4 
per cent. when the money was worth 2 per cent. a 
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own government that the money would be paid by 
foreign governments, and if any failure took place, 
it was lost to the treasury. He denied the right of 
congress to enter into any such arrangement. | 

r. Wright replied, and defended the bill. The 
money would be in the treasury, and he considered 
jt a safe and proper application of it; it would bene- 
fit our own citizens, and relieve the money market 
at points where it most needed relief. The money 
would otherwise remain in the deposite banks, and 
would yield to the government but 2 per cent.; 
whereas, thus et it would be bringing 4 per 
cent. And as to the constitutional question, the mo- 
ney might as well be advanced to these claimants on 
a larger interest as to the banks on a less. 

Mr. Calhoun reminded Mr. Wright of the predic- 
tions made at the opening of the session by the se- 
cretary of the treasury, of a probable deficit in the 
amount needed to meet appropriations, so that mo- 
ney deposited with the states would have to be re- 
called to meet the wants of the government. He 
deprecated the principle of the bill, that the govern- 
ment had a right to loan the public money to indi- 
viduals, and apprehended the vast increase of pow- 
er which this would place in the hands of the gene- 
ral government. 

he bill was further debated by Messrs. Benton, 
Clay, Wright, Calhoun, Buchanan, Davis, and Bay- 
ard, when the yeas and nays being taken, stood: 
Yeas 19, nays 22. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The senate next took up, on motion of Mr. Wright, 
a hill to repeal certain provisoes in the tariff law, 
touching articles of a compound character, which 
require the duty to be paid at the rate of that sub- 
stance which chiefly enters into their composition. 
Great confusion and injustice was stated to have 
arisen from conflicting interpretations of the bill by 
ditferent collectors. 

The bill was not opposed, and having been read 
twice, was ordered to its third reading. 

The bill allowing a drawback of duties on im- 
ported hemp was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. [The amendment of the committee 
ou finance, requiring an absolute and unqualified 
oath, and not according to the best knowledge and 
belief of the deponent, was negatived, and the bill 
left in its original form, the usual form in such 
cases. ] 

On motion of Mr. Tallmadge, the senate spent 
—_ time in executive session, and then adjourn- 
ed. 

January 19. The message of the president and 
the correspondence with Santa Ana (see page 336) 
having been read, Mr. Preston, (observing that Mr. 
Davis, on whose call the correspondence had been 
transmitted to the senate, was not present) said he 
would take this opportunity of making a few re- 
marks. It would strike the senate that, since the 
date of the correspondence which had just been read, 
the situation of Santa Ana had been greatly changed. 
He was then a captive, but had since been released, 
was now at large and in the city of Washington.— 
Notwithstanding the protest of the Mexican ambas- 
sador, it might be that the president would think 
Santa Ana sufficiently sui juris as to act on the be- 
half of Mexico, and up to April next, when his pre- 
sidency would expire, as having the capacity to ne- 
gotiate in relation to Texas. 

Mr. P. did not know whether the president would 
enter into such negotiation under existing circum- 
stances; nor was it at all material. What disposi- 
tion the senator from Mississippi (Mr. Walker) pro- 
posed to make of the resolution which he had offer- 
ed on the subject, Mr. P. did not know; it was in 
his own discretion. But it appeared to Mr. P. that 
this message and correspondence did not at all 
change the question involved in that resolution; and 
concurring, as he did, in the views of the mover of 
that resolution, he was prepared to assert and main- 
tain, that on all the principles of national law, by the 
practice of this government, and on all considerations 
of expediency, congress were called upon to make 
an absolute recognition of the independence of 
Texas; and he hoped this would be done indepen- 
dent of any agency which Santa Ana might claim 
to exercise. Texas, in her own right, had an abso- 
lute claim that her independence should be recog- 
nised. In saying this, Mr. P. did not think he ran 
counter at all to any purpose of the executive. He 
understood that, as the affair was not without em- 
barrassment, the president had referred it to con- 
gress, that their best counsel might be obtained in 
the case. The president, in his first message, had 
put the recognition of the independence of Texas on 
the contingency of the invasion of Texas by gen. 
Bravo. Since that period two important circum- 
stances had taken place: first, the liberation of the 
president of Mexico; and, secondly, the abandon- 
ment of the enterprise, on the contingency of which 
the president had rested the propriety of the recog- 


nition. It was now known that the force which had 
been sent for the subjugation of Texas was in astate 
of dissolution, and that Bravo had resigned his com- 
mand. Mr. P. therefore urged the propriety and 
justice of immediately recognizing the independence 
of Texas. 

Mr. Walker read a letter, and made a few remarks, 
going to confirm what Mr. Preston had stated. 

Mr. Calhoun said he had never from the begin- 
ning indulged the belief that Texas would remain 
under the domination of Mexico. Under this im- 
pression, he thought it our duty to recognise, at the 
earliest ae the independence of Texas, for the 
good both of that country and Mexico. If this were 
not done, and if the contest should continue, Texas 
would not be confined within the limits of the Del 
Norte. She would pass it over, and shake the Mexi- 
can confederacy, or whatever else it might de called. 
Mr. C. was willing to vote for the recognition, and 
the earlier the better. 

The message and documents were now laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

The chair presented a communication from the 
navy department, with a statement of the contracts 
made by the commissioners of the navy in 1836. 

A number of petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented and referred, and several reports ordered to 
a second reading, &c. when the following bills were 
read a third time and passed, viz: To allow draw- 
backs on imported hemp; to repeal certain provi- 
sioes of the tariff act of 1832; to continue in force 
the provisions of the act to carry into effect the treaty 
with Spain. 

The bill authorising the relinquishment of the 
16th sections granted for the use of schools, and the 
entry of other lands in lieu thereof; (amended, as 
proposed by the committee, so as to allow the entry 
of the substituted lands in quarter sections) was or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

The remainder of the session was occupied in 
considering private bills, a large number of which 
were ordered to be engrossed; after which the se- 
nate adjourned. 

January 20. The chair presented a communica- 
tion from the war department, in reply to a resolu- 
tion of the senate of the 11th instant, calling for 
surveys of Owl’s Head harbor, &c. stating that the 
surveys in question had not been made. 

Mr. Grundy, froin the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, reported the bill referred to them to authorise 
certain rail road companies to construct certain rail 
roads through the public landsin Florida, without 
amendment; and by consent, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Tomlinson, from the committee on pensions, 
reported a bill to continue the office of commission- 
er of pensions till March, 1840. Read, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

Several house bills on the table were read and or- 
dered toa second reading. 

The bills which were yesterday considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to a third read- 
ing, were to-day read a third time, and passed.— 
Among them, the bill to authorise the relinquish- 
ment of the 16th sections, for the use of schools, 
and the entry of other lands in lieu thereof, in quar- 
ter sections, and in any part of the respective 
states, was passed by the following vote; the yeas 
and nays having been ordered on the call of Mr. 
Ewing, of Ohio: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Buchanan, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, Linn, 
Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Rives, Robinson, 
Sevier, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, White, Wright 
—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Ewing, of Ohio, Kent, Knight, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Robbins, Ruggles, Strange, Swift.—13. 

Mr. Ewing moved to take up the bill designating 
and limiting the funds receivable by the United 
States; which motion, after a brief discussion, was 
decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the previous orders 
were postponed, and the senate proceeded to the 
farther consideration of the bill prohibiting the sales 
of the public lands, except to actual settlers, and in 
limited quantities. The question being on a mo- 
tion of Mr. Olay to reconsider Mr. Morris’ amend- 
ment, requiring that land which had been ten years 
in the market should be sold at 75 cents; less than 
ten, and more than five years, at $1; and all other 
lands at $1 25 per acre. 

Mr. Clay said he had two reasons for moving this 
reconsideration. One was the avowed embarrass- 
ment under which it had placed several gentlemen. 
The other related to himself, being under a mistake 

as to the import of the amendment. 

The motion to reconsider was carried in the af- 
firmative: ayes 19, noes 14. Mr. Morris’ amend- 
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for the yeas and nays on the question; which were 
ordered. Mr. Morris, on the suggestion of Mr. 
Benton, added to his amendment the proviso, that 
no person should enter more than a quarter section 
at a reduced price. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Morris, and decided as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Clayton, Ewing, 
of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, King, of 
Ala. Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Rives, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, White—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, Crittenden, Dana, Ewing, of Ohio, Hubbard, 
Kent, Niles, Page, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wright—19. 

So the amendment to the amendment or substi- 
tute was lost. 

Mr. Walker observed that a very important prin- 
ciple had been stricken from the bill, and moved that 
it be recommitted to the committee on the public 
lands. Mr. Grundy said he did not see why this 
should be done. The bill, by the failure of the 
amendment, was left in the same form as when it 
came from the committee. Mr. Walker said he 
foresaw that the bill in its present form would fail; 
and he thought it of the utmost importance that 
some such measure should be carried, for the pur- 
pose of reducing the public revenue; and he regard- 
ed such a measure as the only one which could be 
adopted to prevent the accumulation of a dangerous 
surplus. Mr. King, of Alabama, opposed the re- 
commitment. If the graduating principle should 
not be introduced, he hoped its friends would not 
reject the bill on that account. He go the se- 
nate would go on with the bill. Mr. Ewing was 
in favor of the recommitment. The bill in its pre- 
sent form would not only not stop fleas, but camels 
would go through it. Mr. E. had thought of a pro- 
ject which he believed would effect the objects in 
view. He would endeavor to prepare it by Mon- 
day, and hoped for the opportunity of presenting it. 
Mr. Moore spoke in favor of recommitting, and ex- 
pressed the hope that some such measure would be 
adopted as was proposed by the original bill, (of 
Mr. Morris). 

Mr. Benton asked Mr. Ewing to point out the pla- 
ces in the bill where acamel could gothrough. He 
intimated that the design was to delay the bill.— 
For himself he wished to proceed with the bill, and 
obtain all he could get. Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, said 
it would give him much pleasure to point out those 
places on Monday. 

Mr. Walker’s motion having been withdrawn or 
suspended, he moved to alter the amount of land 
cultivated by a settler, by ayer | it one-tenth, in- 
stead of one-eighth of the whole; which motion 

revailed. Mr. Clay made some inquiries as to the 
earing of the bill on such lands as might be used 





for grazing and not for cultivation. Mr. Walker re- 


plied that a provision in the bill which authorised an 
entry of the land, after a residence of three years, 
was designed to supply this apparent deficiency. 
Mr. Walker moved to amend the bill by requiring 
one year’s residence instead of three. Mr. Grundy 
objected to this motion. It would serve to defeat 
one of the great objects of the bill; for if one year 
only should be required, it would become a business 
to procure portions of the public land successively 
by means of one year’s residence on each. He was 
however willing to vote for two years. 

Mr. Tipton declared himself opposed to the form 
of this bill, and in favor of the original one by Mr. 
Morris. If the graduating principle which had been 
lost should not be embraced, several states would 
derive no benefit from the bill. If he could not get 
that principle he should go to defeatthe bill. Messrs. 
Moore and Sevier also declared their determination 
todoso. The latter urging, at some length, the 
passage of a proper bill on this subject. 

After some further remarks, by Messrs 'Valker, 
Niles, Black and Morris, the action on the bill was 
suspended by consent, and several bills from the 
house were read twice and referred. The senate 
then adjourned till to-morrow. 

January 21. After the reading of the journal, 
Mr. Morris rose, and said that he begged the in- 
dulgence of the senate to make a short statement 
respecting an article which had appeared in one of 
the city papers this morning. It might be consider- 
ed by gentlemen as partaking more of a private 
than a public nature, and one with which he ought 
not to trouble the senate; and could he consider the 
paragraph as intended, or even bearing on its face 
a mere private individual allusion to himself, he 
would not thus publicly notice it; but it went fur- 
ther, it was a comment in severe terms, say the 
least, on his conduct as a senator, and that, too, by a 
citizen of his own state, and as such it required of 
him an explanation. The charge is, (said Mr. M.) 
that he had neglected the just rights of one of his 





ment being now before the senate, Mr. Clay called 


fellow citizens, and refused, as his representative 
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to present his memorial to the senate, and thus had 
treated him with disrespect. It is due, then, (said 
Mr. M.) to the citizens of the state, it is due to 
myself, that this publication should not pass with- 
out notice. It will be found in the Intelligencer 
of this morning in the following words. 

[Here Mr. Morris read the communication re- 
ferred to, which we have inserted in page 345.] 

It is true, sir, (said Mr. M.) that, on yesterda 
morning after the time for the presentation of peti- 
tions and memorials had elapsed, and the chair had 
called for reports of standing committees, one of 
the young gentlemen who attend the senate came 
to his seat and handed him a paper, which he found 
to be a memorial, and which he believed was cor- 
rectly published in the Intelligencer of this morn- 
ing, and with the memorial he also received a note, 
of which the following is a copy: 

‘Dear sir: As a friend I ask you to present the 
accompanying memorial to the senate. Ag one of 
a constituents I demand it. Yours, with the 

ighest respect, WM. B. LLOYD. 

“If you do not present it please return it im- 
mediately to me in the sergeant’s room. 

W.B.L.” 

Mr. M. said that on reading the note he wrote at 
the bottom the follow words: 

‘* Senate chamber. 

_ “Sir: Your memorial was handed me after the 
time in which memorials can be received on this 
day had elapsed. I return it: am willing to see 
and converse with you on the subject. What your 
rights are I am not prepared at this moment to de- 
termine. THOS. MORRIS.” 

He said that after he had endorsed the name on 
the note, it occurred to him as proper to keep the 
paper and send back the memorial only. He im- 
inediately sought an interview with the person who 
sent the memorial, with an intention of handing it 
back himself; and for this purpose he went to both 
doors of the senate chamber, but was unable to 
meet with him at either. He returned to his seat; 
and soon after one of the young men came to him 
and informed him that the gentleman was in the 
ante-chamber. He then handed the young man 
the paper, to return it to the author. He said, had 
time been afforded him for examination of the me- 
morial, he might or might not have presented it, as 
justice and propriety should seem to require. He 
acknowledged that it was not only his duty, but a 
pleasure, when requested so to do, to present me- 
morials or petitions on all or any subjects within 
the power or control of the senate, and which were 
in proper language, not only from the citizens of 
Ohio, but also from citizens residing in any part of 
the United States. Whether the memorial in ques- 
tion was or was not of that character, the hasty 
manner with which he perused it did not enable 
him to determine, nor did he wish to be understood 
as expressing any opinion on that point; and while 
he considered the note of the gentleman as con- 
taining some biting sarcasms, of which he did not 
complain, it also contained a kind of left-handed 
compliment for the humble part which he took in 
the transaction to which the memorial referred. 
What transpired then is well known and need not 
be repeated. As to the part he took, and the ob- 
servations he made, they had been correctly, or at 
least substantially, reported in the National In- 
telligencer: the impression made on his mind at the 
time the proceedings respecting the memorialist 
took place, he probably could not, nor did he wish 
to make an attempt to describe. 

He said he was hastily led to make the remarks 
he did, because he thought the proceedings of the 
senate, with regard to the individuals who created the 
disturbance in the gallery, was wrong; but whether 
right or wrong, not himself, but aftertime must de- 
termine; for himself, he said he had as yet seen no 
cause to change his opinions as expressed at the 
time; and he would further state that, while the pro- 
ceedings in the senate were going on, after the per- 
son was arrested, he was entirely ignorant who he 
was, or of what state he was acitizen. Near the 
close, and but a minute or two before the senate ad- 
journed, he was informed by some gentlemen that 
the person was from Ohio; he inquired his name, and 
was told it was Lloyd; he then had a recollection of 
having seen him some days before, and had under- 
stood from Mr. Lloyd that his business in the city 
was to endeavor to obtain the passage of an act of 
congress, making an appropriation to improve the 
harbor at Cleaveland, by the erection of a sea wall. 
He said his efforts, be they what they may, were not 
made in defence of a friend, or in opposition to an 
enemy; he should have made the same efforts had he 
known the individual to have been both a personal 
and political opponent; he merely intended to dis- 
charge his duty as a senator, in sustaining what he 
believed to be the rights of an American citizen. — 
Sir, said Mr. M. I think I understand this publica- 


tion; it is intended to go to the state in which I live, 
and I have troubled the senate with this explanation, 
that it may immediately follow, and that my con- 
duct, in this particular, may be correctly understood. 
He said, so far as in him lay, no citizen of Ohio, or 
of any other state, should have it in his power to 
misrepresent his course in the senate. He said the 
peremptory language contained in the gentleman’s 
note he considered as the mere effect of excitement, 
and, as such, could readily be excused; he said it 
was but human nature to do and say things in ex- 
cited moments which we would gladly alter or amend 
on future reflection; he said he had no idea that the 
language used was intended as any personal disre- 
spect to himself; when he read the note, he thought 
it would be better to see and converse with the per- 
son as to the propriety of the course to be pursued; 
but he denied that he had, in this case, been either 
negligent or unmindful of his duty, at least he had 
the approval of his own judgment, and should under 
like circumstances pursue a like course. It was 
very strange indeed that Mr. Lloyd should complain, 
when his instruction was to return him the memo- 
rial immediately, if it was not presented; and it is still 
more strange when, in his publication, he says that 
he might procure the presentation of it through other 
members of the body who were his friends; and the 
very reason he assigns for not applying to some one 
of them is a reason why he ought so to have applied. 
There is no doubt he can obtain the presentation of 
his memorial through some member of the senate if 
he yet desires it, or if he ever did desire it. Should 
he fail to make a further request, the citizens of our 
own state will be able to draw correct conclusions. 

Mr. Benton said Mr. M. was correct in regard to 
every thing on which he had offered an explanation. 
That senator had said it was not his fault that the 
arrest was made, and that the person arrested was 
brought to the bar of the senate. Mr. B. now wish- 
ed to show that it was not his own fault that the me- 
morial was not presented, referred and considered. 
He had been aware that a consultation was going 
on, and that some movement was intended, and, 
without the least reference to the terms of the me- 
morial which he supposed would be presented, he 
resolved that, so far as he was concerned, it should 
have its full foree. He had therefore drawn up a 
motion, which he intended to make whenever the 
memorial should be presented, that the memorial 
should be sent to the judiciary committee, with pow- 
er to send for witnesses, and to report to the senate 
the proper course of proceeding; and that the ex- 
penses should be paid from the contingent fund of 
the senate. This motion he had shown to various 
senators; and his friends had been kind enough to 
say thatit shouldbe done. If any gentleman would 
do him the favor to present the memorial, he would 
vote for its reference. He hoped there would thus 
be an occasion of giving to the public, in an authen- 
tic form, the details of the outrage. He asked for 
the ge epee of the memorial. 

f ere the subject ended. ] 

r. Clay presented the petition of sundry inha- 
bitants of Wirtsborough, Sullivan county, N. York, 
and as it was not long, he asked that it might be read. 

The document was accordingly read, and proved 
to be a kind of remonstrance, on the subject of Ro- 
man Catholic emigrants to the country, brought in 
under the auspices of popes, cardinals, bishops, &c. 
It insisted on the impropriety and inexpediency of al- 
lowing so many persons to enter the country whose 
practice and tenets were avowedly and directly hos- 
tile to our republican institutions, and especially 
prayed congress to institute commissions, in various 
parts of the country, to procure information and re- 
port on the subject. 

Mr. Clay said some of the objects prayed for, this 
government had no power to grant, however alarm- 
ing to these good and religious people the evils com- 
plained of, and the progress of the papacy, might be. 
But there was one object which Mr. C. thought 
might be a proper subject of inquiry, being within 
the power of congress; and that was a change in our 
laws of naturalization. He, therefore, moved that 
the memorial be referred to the judiciary commit- 
tee; and it was so referred. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by seve- 
ral other gentlemen and bel after which Mr. 
Walker, from the committee on public lands, to 
whom the motion of Mr. Benton for an inquiry into 
the conduct of the deposite banks, &c. was refer- 
red, moved that the above committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of said motion, and 
that it be referred to the committee on finance. 

Mr. Benton said he thought it a grand joke that 
three or four days after a bill had been brought in 
by the committee on the public lands, on the sub- 
ject with which his motion was connected; after 
the occasion for which that motion was presented 
had entirely gone by, the gentleman should now 





propose to have the examination proposed by the 


ee 
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motion, and by another committee. He thoucht 
the land committee ought to have acted on the mo- 
tion, or turned over the whole subject to another 
committee. 

Mr. Walker said that, inasmuch as the commit. 
tee on the public Jands had been arraigned before 
the senate by the mover of that resolution, (mo. 
tion’’), he hoped he would be pardoned for giving 
the reasons for discharging the committee on the 
public lands. That resolution was not transmitted to 
the committee till some time after the committe 
had commenced considering the subject of the 
treasury order; or, at least, it had not come simul- 
taneously with the treasury order to the committee, 
It was, moreover, the opinion of the committee, 
that if they proceeded to act on the matter of the 
resolution, (Mr. Benton’s), there could be no action 
by congress, this session, on the subject of the trea. 
sury order; and it was the desire of every member 
of the committee that such action should be had. — 
It would have consumed the time of the committee 
for months, and it would even have been necessary 
to carry the required examination into the recess of 
congress. 

r. W. said that, although he had assented to 
the reference of the subject of the treasury order to 
the committee on the public lands, he had done so 
with the utmost reluctance. 

Mr. Benton said the subject of the treasury order 
was referred to the land committee late on the 
evening of the 11th inst. and his resolution was 
sent to that committee as early as it could be on 
the morning of the 12th. That resolution had also 
been laid on the table at the very commencement 
of the proceedings on the treasury order, so that 
every one might see it. But if there was not then 
time to carry that resolution into effect, why, at 
this late day, was it proposed to refer it to another 
committee, and to a committee, too, of which Mr. 
B. was a member? How would this thing tell in 
the newspapers, that the gentleman who moved to 
make these inquiries should proceed to make them 
himself? 

Mr. King, of Alabama, said this resolution pass- 
ed without attracting his attention, or else he would 
have opposed its passage. If it was intended to im- 
pede the action of the committee, it would have 
done so effectually. And if there was a real inten- 
tion of obtaining the information called for, it could 
not be obtained during the session. He could sce 
no practical good to result from its reference now 
to the finance committee. He therefore called for 
a division of the question, and that the motion fora 
simple discharge should first be tried. ‘The gentle- 
man might then make such disposition as he 
thought proper of his resolution. 

Mr. Ewing said the subject uf the resolution pro- 
perly and exclusively belonged to the finance com- 
mittee. He also had known nothing of the resolu- 
tion since it was first Jaid on the table till this 
morning. He thought it better to divide the ques- 
tion, and leave the resolution in the hands of the 
mover. 

The question was then taken on discharging the 
committee and carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. Benton said he would here state to the whole 
senate that he desired his resolution to be referred 
to the committee of which he was a member. It 
was accordingly referred to the finance committee. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed, viz: 

The bill to authorise certain rail road companies 
to construct rail roads through the public lands in 
Florida; 

And the bill to alter the times of holding the eir- 
cuit court of the United States in the state of Ten- 
nessee. 

The senate then proceeded to the special order of 
the day, which was the land bill, as amended by 
the committee on the public lands. 

The question being on so amending the bill as to 
require a residence by the settler of but one year 
to get a title to his land, it was negatived—yeas 12, 
nays 23. 

Mr. Grundy then proposed to substitute a resi- 
dence of two years. The motion was supported 
by Messrs. Walker, King, of Alabama, Linn and 
Tipton, and opposed by Mr. Ewing, as being wholly 
inefficient to the object proposed. Mr. E. stated 
that he had a different proposition to offer, which, 
as he supposed, would secure the object of confin- 
ing the sale of public lands to actual settlers, and 
which he sent to the table to be printed. The 
printing was ordered; but the question being, in 
the meanwhile, taken on the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Grundy, it was carried—yeas 27, nays 11. 

Mr. Benton gave notice of an amendment he 
should hereafter offer; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Walker, from the land committee, proposed 





sundry minor amendments, not touching the gene- 
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‘nciple of the bill. The whole of the various 

pad. ze poe were directed to be embodied, and 

rinted all together, in their order; when the fur- 

ther consideration of the bill was made the order 
of the day for Monday next. — 

After a desultory conversation as to the order of 
pills, the senate resumed the calendar of bills at 
the point where they had left it yesterday, when a 
number of bills for the relief of individuals were 
considered and ordered to their third ery 2 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. 
Bayard, and adopted by consent: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the construction of a mole or 

ier at or near Cape Henlopen, to facilitate the 
communication between the Delaware breakwater 
and the main land, in conformity with the report 
made on that subject by the secretary of war on 
the 28th January, 1836. 

Adjourned. ; 

January 23. A message was received from the 
president of the United States, through Andrew 
Jackson, jr. his private secretary, with the annual 
report of the directors of the mint at Philadelphia. 
Referred and ordered to be printed. __ 

[For an abstract of the report, see this day’s pro- 
ceedings of the house, page 351.) _ ; 

After the presentation of memorials and petitions, 
a number of bills were reported and ordered toa 
second reading. [Among the bills was one from 
the committee on manufactures, reported by Mr. 
Niles, for the repeal of the duty on coal.] Some 
business of minor importance was next transacted, 
after which the bills ordered to a third reading on 
Saturday, were severally read a third time and 
passed. 

The senate then proceeded to the special order of 
the day, which was the bill to confine the sale of 
the public land to actual settlers only. 

Mr. Walker, chairman of the committee on the 
public lands, who has charge of the bill, expressed 
his approbation of an amendment offered on Satur- 
day by Mr. Ewing, and which provides that land 
entered, and forfeited, by non-residence under the 
bill, might be entered by others who shall prove the 
fact of such non-residence by the first occupant, 
and proposed to modify it by a provision that, when 
two or more persons should so claim the forfeited 
Jand, who inhabit the same quarter-section, the pre- 
ference shall be given to the first occupant; and that 
none of the others should get ‘floats,”’ (1. e. pre- 
emption rights to be located on any land not enter- 
ed elsewhere). 

In consequence of some objections to the term 
“float,” as unknown to the law and undefined, he 
arreed to waive the latter clause entirely, as being, 
in substance, provided for in other paris of the bill. 
The residue of his amendment to the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Ewing was then agreed to. 

Mr. W. also proposed several other verbal amend- 
ments which were agreed to. ; 

Mr. Tipton then moved an amendment, introduc- 
ing the principle of graduation, and providing that 
land remaining unsold for ten years should be sold 
for one dollar an acre; and if remaining for fifteen 
years, at seventy-five cents the acre, with a proviso 
that not more than 160 acres be sold to any one 
man; on which he asked the yeas and nays; and 
tley were ordered by the senate. 

Mr. Ewing, thinking this a fit opportunity to go 
into the general principles of the bill, and the sab- 
ject of the public lands generally, addressed the se- 
nate in a speech which, with his consent, wa3 1n- 
terrapted by a motion for adjournment. The mo- 
tion, having been suspended for some previous mo- 
tions for the printing of documents, prevailed. 

The senate then adjourned. 

January 24. After the presentation of memo- 
rials and petitions, and the transaction of other bu- 
siness of minor importance, the senate again passed 
to the consideration of the land bill, when Mr. Ew- 
ing resumed and concluded his speech on the gene- 
ral subject. ; 

The question still being on Mr. Tipton’s amend- 
ment, which proposes to graduate the price of the 
public land in proportion to the time it has been 
offered for sale, viz: such as has been offered for 
ten years, to sell at $1, and such as has been offer- 
ed for fifteen years, at 75 cents, 

Mr. Clay pressed for reasons why, when it was 
acknowledged that the lands were selling vastly 
below their value already, it was now proposed to re- 
duce the price still lower? Mr. Dana followed on 
the zeneral merits of the bill, touching on the occu- 
pation of part of his own state by the British.— 
Mr. Tipton went briefly into an explanation of the 
grounds of his amendment, and took occasion also 
to reply to some of the objections which had been 
urged against the bill. Mr. Clay rejoined, pressing 
more strenuously his former argument against the 





reduction of price. The yeas and nays were then 


taken on the amendment proposed by Mr. Tipton, 
when it was rejected by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, in Ewing, 
of Illinois, Fulton, Hendricks, King, of Alabama, 
Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Rives, Robinson, 
Sevier, Strange, Tipton, Walker, White—18. 





NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hub- 
bard, Kent, King, of Georgia, Knight, Niles, Page, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Swift, Tallmadge—19. 

Mr. Benton then offered an amendment, which he 
said he had a little altered from one formerly offer. 
ed by Mr. Webster, and which allows the land to 
be sold, under certain circumstances, at 45 cents an 
acre. 

This also was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Dana, Ewing, 
of Illinois, Fulton, Hendricks, Kings, of Alabama, 
Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Rives, Robinson, 
Sevier, Strange, Tipton, Walker, White—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hub- 
bard, Kent, King, of Georgia, Knight, Niles, Page, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Wright—20. 

Mr. Sevier offered an amendment, which granted 
the actual settler a pre-emption right, on his show- 
ing that he had occupied a quarter section six 
months immediately previous to a land sale. This 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Morris now observed that the bill, since its 
first being reported by the committee, had under- 

one so many modifications, and the pre-emptive 
eature in it had been so much changed for the 
worse, that, by way of testing the opinion of the 
senate whether that principle should be retained, he 
would move to strike out the entire section (the 
4th) on that subject. 

The motion was supported by Mr. Clay, and op- 
posed by Messrs. Linn, Sevier and Benton, and 
with great vehemence by Mr. Walker, who observ- 
ed that, if the two features of graduations and pre- 
emption were stricken out of the bill, he should 
abandon it at once; when 

Mr. Morris expressed a wish to address the se- 
nate in behalf of his motion, and moved, thereupon, 
an adjournment, which prevailed. 

And the senate adjourned. 

(Portions of this debate were interesting, and may 
be given iuereafter.) 

January 25. The chair presented a communica- 


all contracts made by that department in the year 
1836. 

Mr. Grundy, from the committee on the judiciary 
to whom the president’s message and the documents 
relating to the burning of the treasury building, and 
the repeal of the law of limitation, were referred, 
reported a bill to render more effectual the detec- 
tion and punishment of crimes against the United 
States in the District of Columbia. Read twice, 
and made the order of the day for Monday next. 

The following resolution, which lies over one day, 
was offered by Mr. Nicholas: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to communicate to the senate any informa- 
tion in his possession, obtained through any agent 
specially deputed, to investigate the frauds, by 
floats or otherwise supposed to have been practised 
in the purchase of public lands in the state of Loui- 
siana. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of the executrix of Richard W. 
Meade. 

The subject of the bill having been debated at 
great length by Messrs. Clay, Hubbard, Walker, 
Calhoun, Wright and Buchanan, 

Mr. Calhoun moved to lay the bill on the table 
for further examination. Negatived; yeas 19, nays 
22. 

After further debate, on motion of Mr. Hubbard, 
the bill was amended so as to limit the amount to 
be allowed by the commissioners named by the 
bill, to the proportion allowed to other claimants, 
from the $5,000,000, under the treaty with Spain. 

Also, the secretary of the treasury was substi- 
tuted on the commission for the secretary of state, 
who, Mr. H. stated, had already given a favorable 
judgment on the claim. Yeas 25. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill to extend the port of New Orleans, and 
the bill to extend the jurisdiction of the United 
States district court for the district of Arkansas 


dered to be engrossed for a third reading, and the 
last read a third time and passed. 


the special order, which was the bill to restrict the 





sale of the public lands to actual settlers. 


tion from the war department, with statements of 


The question being on motion of Mr. Morris, to 
strike from the bill the 4th section, which refers to 
the subject of pre-empt*on rights to be conferred 
on the settlers who shall fulfil certain conditions. 

Mr. Morris declined making, at this time, his 
speech in support of the motion, and suggested to 
Mr. Walker the expediency of postponing the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill to to-morrow. A 
brief desultory debate now ensued, in which Messrs. 
Walker, Ewing, of Ohio, and Robinson participat- 
ed. Mr. Tipton moved an adjournment, but waiv- 
ed the motion at the request of Mr. Benton; when 
the senate went into the consideration of executive 
business—After which, and some explanatory re- 


marks from Mr. Walker on the land question, the 
senate adjourned. 





__ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

_ Wednesday, Jan.18. After the reception, read- 
ing and reference of reports, Mr. Boyd offered a 
resolution directing the committee on military af- 
fairs to inquire into the expediency of causing an 
examination, by a board of officers, of certain im- 
provements in fire-arms made by Messrs. Cochran, 

Hall, Colt and baron Hackett. 

Mr. Hawes submitted the following resolution: 

. Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolu- 
tions, propositions or papers, relating in any way, 
or to any extent whatever, to the subject of slavery, 
or the abolition of slavery, shall, without bein 
either printed or referred, be laid upon the table, 
and that no action whatever shall be had thereon. 


Mr. H. said he thought it was time that the 
house should adopt a resolution of this character, 
with a view to put an end to discussions which had 
occupied so much of its time on the subject of abo- 
lition of slavery. He wished to have no debate; 
he thought there had already been enough. To 
test the sense of the house, he called for the pre- 
vious question on the resolution. 


Mr. E. Whittlesey objected to the reception of 
the resolution. The speaker said the state of Ken- 
tucky had been called in its regular order for reso- 
lutions, and the motion of the gentleman from Ohio 
could not therefore be entertained. Mr. Adams 
objected to the consideration of the resolution at 
this time. Some desultory conversation ensued on 
the point of order, in which Messrs. Adams and 
Mercer participated, when the speaker decided that 
the question ‘Shall the resolution be now consider- 
ed?” should be first entertained. Mr. Phillips 
called for the yeas and nays on the question of con- 
sideration, which were ordered; and were—yeas 
115, nays 57. So the house determined that the 
resolution should be now considered. Mr. Hawes 
inquired if his motion for the previous question 
was now in order. The speaker said he supposed 
that motion stood first in order, but the gentleman 
could renew it. Mr. Hawes thereupon renewed 
his call for the previous question. And the house 
seconded the call—ayes 104, noes 42. 

Mr. Evans called for the yeas and nays on the 
question of taking the main question; which were 
ordered. Mr. Roberson moved a call of the house: 
which motion was lost. And the question on takin 
the main question was then put, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 127, nays 66. So the house de- 
termined that the main question should now be 
taken. 

Mr. Grennell said that, notwithstanding the vote 
just taken, he was desirous of having the yeas and 
nays on the main question. He therefore asked 
for them. 

And they were ordered by the house. And the 
main question, being on the adoption of the reso- 
lution, was taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 129, nays 69. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


The following message in writing was received 
from the president of the U. States, by the hands 
of his private secretary, Andrew Jackson, jr. esq. 

To the speaker of the house of representatives: 

Str: I hereby transmit to the house of represeh- 

tatives certain communications from the secretary 
of the treasury and the attorney of the United 
States for the District of Columbia. 
_ They relate to the difficulties which have been 
interposed, under the existing laws, in bringing to 
conviction and punishment the supposed incendia- 
ries of the treasury buildings in the year 1833. 


The peculiar circumstances of this case, so ong 





The senate then resumed the consideration of | 


'do this with a wish not only to render the punish- 
| ment hereafter more severe for the wanton destruc- 








concealed, and of the flagrant frauds by persons 
disconnected with the government, which were 


were next severally taken up. The first was or- | still longer concealed, and to screen some of which 


forever was probally a principal inducement to the 
| 


burning of the buildings, lead me earnestly to re- 
commend a revision of the laws on this subject. I 
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tion of the public property, but to repeal entirely 
the statute of limitation in.all criminal cases except 
small misdemeanors, and in no event to allow a 
party to avail himself of its benefits during the pe- 
riod the commission of the crime was kept conceal- 
ed, or the persons on trial were not suspected of 
having perpetrated the offence. 

It inust be manifest to congress that the exposed 
state of the public records here, without fire-proof 
buildings, imperatively reqaires the most ample re- 
medies for their protection, and the greatest vigi- 
lance and fidelity in all officers, whether executive 
or judicial, in bringing to condign punishment the 
teal offenders. 

Without these, the public property is in that de- 
plorable situation which depends quite as much on 
accident and good fortune as the laws for safety. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

January 17, 1837. 

Letter to the secretary of the treasury. 
Washington, December 27, 1836. 

Sir: According to the request in your letter of 
this day, I enclose a copy of the instructions given 
by the court to the jury, on the act of 1790, on the 
trial of Richard H. White. 

I understand that the only juror who held out for 
acquitting the prisoner was satisfied of his guilt 
but refused to find him guilty on the ground of this 
instruction as to the limitations. It is certainly 
highly necessary that the law should be so amend- 
ed as to prevent the bar of the statute from uperat- 
ing in cases where the proper officers of govern- 
ment did not know, and could not by due diligence 
have known, by whom the offences were commit- 
ted. One or two cases similar to the present have 
occurred heretofore in the circuit court, in which 
this defence has been sustained. Very respectful- 
ly, your obedient servant, 

I’. S$. KEY, U. S. att’y D. C. 

The message having been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. Thomas, referred, with the accompanying 
documents, to the committee on the judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The following message, in writing, was also re- 
ceived from the president of the United States, by 
the hands of Andrew Jackson, jr. esq. 

To the house of representatives of the United States: 

I transmit to congress herewith, the copy of an 
act of the state of Missouri, passed on the iéth ult. 
expressing the assent of that state to the several 
provisions of the act of congress entitled ‘an act 
to extend the western boundary of the state of Mis- 
souri to the Missouri river,” approved June 7, 
1836. A copy of the act, duly authenticated, has 
been deposited in the department of state. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Washington, January 17, 1837. 

The message having been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. Mercer, ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

The speaker also laid before the house a commu- 
nication from the secretary of the treasury, trans- 
initting a report of the register of the treasury on 
the salaries of clerics in the different offices; which, 
on motion of Mr. lWaittlesey, of Ohio, was referred 
to the committee of ways and means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The bill to authorise the president of the United 
States to furnish certain ordinance stores to the se- 
veral states was then taken up, read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill to change the collection district of Digh- 
ton, in the state of Massachusetts, to Fall River, 
and for other purposes, was read a third time, and 
passed, 

The joint resolution authorising the secretary of 
the treasury to correct a clerical error in the award 
of the commissioners under the treaty with France 
of 1831, was read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution granting a portion of the pub- 
lic lands to universities and colleges in the several 
states was taken up, read twice, and, on motion of 
Mr. French, referred to the committee of the whole 
on the state of the union. 

The bill directing the fabrication of certain gold 
coins was taken up, and, after a few words from 
Messrs. 4. Mann, Jarvis, Mercer, Parker, Suther- 
lund and Connor, was postponed until to-morrow. 

The «bill to establish a more uniform rule of 
computing the mileage and per diem compensation 
ef members of congress,” coming up in its order— 

Mr. Vanderpoel said that he would move its post- 

onement until to-morrow, with a view, if possible, 
of reaching the bill to provide for the admission of 
Michigan into the union. 

Mr. Cambreleng inquired if it would be in order 
to call for the previous question? The speaker said 
it would be in order. Mr. Cambreleng called for 
the previous question. 

Mr. Wardwell moved to lay the bill on the table, 
for the purpose of affording members an opportuni- 





ty ata future day of proposing amendments. [This 

motion was entitled to priority.] Mr. Craig asked 

for the yeas and nays on the last-named motion, 

which were ordered, and were, yeas 11, nays 192. 

So the house refused to lay the bill on the table. 
The question recurred on the call for the previous 

question, which was seconded by the house, ayes 

78, noes 63. Mr. Hannegan called for the yeas and 

nays on the question of taking the main question; 

but they were not ordered. 

And the question on taking the main question 
was decided in the affirmative, yeas 112, noes not 
counted. 

So the house determined that the main question 
should now be put. 

Mr. Heister called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question; which were ordered. 

The main question was on the engrossment of 
the bill in the following form: 

A bill to establish a more uniform rule of comput- 
ing the mileage and per diem compensation of 
members of congress. 

Be it enacted, &c. That there shall be appointed, 
at the commencement of each session of congress, 
a joint select committee of three members from each 
house, whose duty it shall be, within the first thir- 
ty days of the session, to ascertain, by information 
from each member or'delegate, the exact distance, 
by the nearest principal mail route by land, from 
the seat of the federal government to the residence 
of the said member or delegate; and the said com- 
mittee shall immediately make a report thereof to 
their respective houses, upon which report the mile- 
age of each member or delegate shall be computed. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That no mem- 
ber or delegate shall receive any per diem compen- 
sation for any days during which he may be absent 
from the seat of the federal government while the 
house to which he belongs shall be in session, ex- 
cept such absence be by leave or authority of the 
house, or on business of the house of which he is a 
member, or oceasioned by sickness; aud upon the 
final settlement of his account, it shall be the duty 
of each member or delegate to certify the number of 
days he may be thus absent, which account, so cer- 
tified, shall be published at the commencement of 
the next session of congress, under the direction of 
the secretary of the senate and the clerk of the 
house of representatives. 

The question on the engrossment of the bill was 
taken and carried, yeas 186, nays 16. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and the question being when the bill should 
be read, Mr. Hawes moved it have its third read- 
ing now. Mr. Hannegan said he hoped not. He 
thought the house had done injury enough for one 
day; for they had ordered to a third reading one of 
the most crude and ill-digested bills ever brought 
before that house; a bill containing more imperfec- 
tions, and doing more injustice, than any they had 
ever acted on. He moved the house adjourn; which 
motion was rejected. And the bill was ordered to 
a third reading now [but had not been engrossed]. 


The house took up the bill from the senate, enti- 
tled “an act to admit the state of Michigan into 
the union upon an equal footing with the original 
states.” The question being on its commitment to 
the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, 

Mr. Thomas said that much injustice had been 
done to the inhabitants of Michigan by keeping 
them out of the union, and by denying them the 
right to participate in the legislation of the country. 
After the great delay which had taken place in the 
action of congress on the subject, he hoped that the 
house would adopt that mode of action now which 
would expedite a decision; that was, to keep the 
bill within the centrol of a majority of the house. 
In the house the previous question could be called: 
in committee of the whole that privilege was taken 
away. In the present instance the house ought not 
to be reasonably indulgent in debate; and Mr. T. 
had no doubt that, se long as gentlemen confined 
themselves strictly to the merits of the bill, every 
latitude would be extended tothem. Butifadispo- 
sition should be manifested to diverge from the true 
question before the house, and to take up time on 
mere party considerations, the debate ought to be 
closed and he hoped, in justice to the people of 
Michigan, would be closed. 


Mr. Hardin said he had been a member of the 
committee to which this subject had been referred 
at the present and last session of congress, and he 
had been constrained to differ from the majority of 
both these committees on this subject. He had 
never explained the reasons which induced him to 
differ from them. He did not care whether the bill 
were referred to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union or not, provided a fair opportunity 


views. He would inquire who was to be the judge 
whether a member was confining himself to the a. 
ject, or not? He hoped that, if the bill was not 
committed, the few remart:s he had to make on one 
subject would be heard with patience; and that 
was, the spirit of mobocracy and the revolutionary 
movements which had characterized the proceed- 
ings in relation to the admission of Michigan, to 
which he wished to call the attention of the house, 
and against which he intended to enter his protest. 

Mr. Jenifer raised the question whether the bili 
must not necessarily be committed? And after a 
few remarks thereon by Mr. Briggs, the speaker ex- 
pressed his adherence to his decision made the other 
day, that the bill, inasmuch as it contained no ap- 
propriation, need not be committed. Mr. Reed me i 
ed for the yeas and nays on the question of commit- 
ment which were ordered. Mr. Patton urged the 
propriety of commitment. There was not an in- 
stance of a state having been admitted into the 
union without the bill which provided for its ad- 
mission having been referred to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union. And, if the bill 
were committed, the majority could at any time 
discharge the committee of the whole from the con- 
sideration of it. 

Mr. Sutherland said thatif this were a new ques- 
tion, which had not been discussed, and the merits of 
which were not thoroughly understood, it would be 
well to gointo commitiee; but every member of the 
house was master of the subject. He thought that 
commitment was unnecessary, and that the house 
ought not to delay the admission of Michigan into 
the union unnecessarily. He believed that action 
on the bill had been already delayed too long. He 
reminded the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Patton) 
that the received notion in the house was, that a 
majority could not discharge a committee of the 
whole from the consideration of a bill so long as an 
amendment was pending. 

Mr. Patton inquired if the committee of the whole 
could not be instructed to report the bill forthwith 
to the house, without amendment? Mr. Sutherland 
said that a bill could not be taken out of committee 
in the midst of a gentleman’s speech; and suppose 
a gentleman had the floor, and chose to speak two 
or three days. There was no power to interfere 
with him. Mr. Storer insisted that, under a fair 
construction of the rule of the house, the bill re- 
quired commitment. 

And the question on the commitment was taken, 
and decided in the negative—yeas 86, nays 110. So 
the house determined that the bill should not be 
committed. Mr. Thomas said that, if it was the 
sense of the house, he was prepared now to submit 
his remarks; but if the house preferred an adjourn- 
ment, he was perfectly willing. With a view to 
test that question, he moved that the house adjourn; 
which motion prevailed, and the house adjourned. 

Thursday, Jan. 19. Messrs. Owens and Haynes, 
severally moved the house to suspend the rules to 
permit them to offer memorials; but the house re- 
fused to do so. 

Mr, Huntsman, from the committee on private 
land claims, submitted a resolution that the trans- 
lator of the French and Spanish languages for this 
house, who was appointed under a resolution of 
this house of February 24, 1835, be continued as 
such until the Ist of February, 1838, which, after 
a brief debate, was postponed for further considera- 
tion, until Monday. 

Mr. Mercer, from the committee on roads and 
canals, reported the following resolution; which 
Was agreed to: 

Resolved, 'That the committee of the whole house 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill further to amend the act incorporating the 
Chesapeake and Chio canal company. 

Mr. Mercer also reported, from the same com- 
mittee, the following resolutions; which were read, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the report and bill of the com- 
mittee on roads and canals on the completion of the 
Cumberland road east of the river Ohio, along with 
the additionai documents reported in relation there- 
to, be printed. 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole be 
discharged from the further consideration of bill 
No. 482. 

A number of bills were reported, which will be 
noticed hereafter, and several committees discharg- 
ed from the consideration of subjects that had been 
submitted to them, after which Mr. Underwood of- 
fered the following: 

Resolved, That the sergeant-at-arms be directed 
to lay before this house a statement showing the 
mileage claimed and sums paid therefor to mein- 
bers of this house, and delegates from the territories 
respectively, during the last and present session of 
congress; and also a similar statement in relation to 
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Mr. Boon moved to amend the resolution, by 
striking out all that portion which related to the se- 
nate. Some debate followed in which Messrs. 
Boon, Underwood, Harden, W. Thompson aud Craig, 
participated. When Mr. Boon moved to lay the 
whole subject on the table. Mr. Craig called for 
the yeas and nays on that motion, which were 
ordered. And pending this question, the house, 
on motion of Mr. 4. Mann, proceeded to the orders 
of the day. _ ' 

Mr. Bell again gave notice of his motion for leave 
to bring in a ill to secure the freedom of elections; 
and said he yet hoped that, at some time, he might 
obtain his object. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 








the union on an equal footing with the original 
states. The pending question being on ordering 
the bill to be engressed fora third reading. 

Mr. Thomas addressed the house at great length 
- jn favor of the bill, contending that Michigan had 
- complied with the conditions which, by the act of 
 Jast session, were made indispensable pre-requisites 
to her admission into the union: and that the pro- 
ceedings of the second convention were the clearly 
expressed views of the majority of the people of 
that state. 

Mr. Hardin replied at great length, insisting that 
the movements in the second convention were re- 
- volutionary in their character and tendency; that, 
under the proceedings of that convention, Michigan, 
- could not, constitutionally, be admitted into the 
- union, and that she should not be admitted until a 
- convention, held by state authority, had acceded to 
the terms which congress had presented. 

_ Mr. Vanderpoel obtained the floor, and moved 
that the house adjourn; but withdrew the motion, 
and, on the suggestion of Mr. Thomas, moved that 

' the bill be made the special order of the day for 
- tomorrow. Mr. E. Whittlesey asked for the yeas 
' and nays on that motion. Mr. Mercer moved that 
' the house adjourn; which motion prevailed, and 
- the house adjourned. 
| Friday, Jan. 20. Mr. Conner, from the commit- 
' tee on the post office and post roads, which was on 
' the 15th of December instructed to inquire into the 
causes of the recent conflagration of the post office, 
' made a report, accompanied by a bill, which was 
' twice read and referred to acommittee of the whole. 
_ [For the report see page 344.] 

_ Anumber of bills were severally twice read and 
committed; after which the house took up the un- 
finished business of the morning hour, being the re- 
» solution offered yesterday by Mr. Underwood calling 

fora statement of the mileage claimed by members 

of the house. The pending question was on the 

"motion, submitted yesterday by Mr. Boon, to lay the 

whole subject on the table. The yeas and nays, 
having been heretofore ordered, were taken, and 
‘Were—yeas 40, nays 126. So the motion to lay on 
the table was rejected. 
_ The question recurred on the motion, submitted 
yesterday, to strike out all that portion of the reso- 

ution which related to the mileage of members of 
ithe senate; which motion was rejected—ayes 58, 
noes not counted. The question then recurred on 
the adoption of the resolution. Mr. .4dams suggest- 
ed to the mover of the resolution (Mr. Underwood) 
he propriety of striking out the word “‘sergeant-at- 
srins,” and inserting the word ‘‘speaker,”’ or “clerk” 
f the house. He thought that, fora document of 
his description, the sergeant-at-arms was not the 
proper person to act, and most. especially on that 
ortion of the resolution which required a statement 
fom the senate. 

Mr. Underwood acceded to the suggestion, and 
uodified his resolution so as to read ‘“‘clerk of the 
i0uge,?? 

The speaker said he had just been informed that 
te book containing the statement of mileage, &c. 
lereach session, was deposited in the office of the 
‘cretary of the treasury. It would be requisite, 
herefore, that a call should be made on that officer 
or the same. 

Mr. Claiborne, of Mississippi, moved the follow- 

ig amendment: 
And be it further resolved, That a select commit- 
of five be appointed, with power to send for per- 
ts and papers, to inquire and report to this house 
hat deduction, if any, has been made by members 
{the house of representatives, at the preceding or 
sent session, from their per diem compensation, 
tn absent in attendance on the supreme court of 
¢ United States, or the courts in adjacent states or 
‘ewhere, on their own private business. 

To which amendment Mr. Yell offered the follow- 
€ amendment: 

“And that said committee be instructed to inquire 
ito the expediency of providing by law for reduc- 
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pediency of providing by law for the removal of the 
seat of government of the United States to some 
point on the Ohio or Mississippi river, on or before 
the first day of January, 1840.” 

The subject was debated by Messrs. Claiborne, 
Yell and Underwood. The last named gentleman 
had not concluded, when the hour having elapsed, 
the chair announced the private orders of the day— 
when several engrossed bills were read a third time 
and passed—among them were the following: 

A bill further to amend the act incorporating the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal company; 

A bill to authorise the New Orleans and Carroll- 
ton rail road company to construct a rail road from 
Carrollton io the town of Bayou Sara, in the state of 
Louisiana. 

After spending sometime on other private bills, 
the house adjourned. 


Saturday, Jan. 21. Mr. Casey from the commit- 
tee on public lands, reported a resolution that the 
bill to graduate the price of public lands, to make 
provisions for settlers and to cede the refuse lands 
to the states in which they lie, be made the order of 
the day for Wednesday next, which resolution was 
rejected—yeas 63, nays 93. 

The bill to amend an act entitled ‘‘an act estab- 
lishing branches of the mint of the United States,” 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on 
Monday. 


Mr. Lincoln, from the committee on public lands, 
reported the following resolution; which was read, 
and agreed to by the house: 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole house 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill to grant the Atchafalaya rail road and banking 
company a right of way through the public lands. 

The bill was then taken up, and, after a brief dis- 
cussion, amended and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday. 

Mr. Bell renewed his notice of motion to bring in 
a bill to secure the freedom of elections. 

The several bills which have recently passed the 
senate, for the relief of individuals, &c. were twice 
read, and referred to various committees. 

On motion of Mr. Wise, 

Ordered, That the select committee on so much 
of the president’s message as relates to the condi- 
tion of the executive departments have leave to sit 
during the sessions of the house. The house then 
adjourned. 


Monday, Jan. 23. Petitions and memorials were 
called for and presented in the order of the states 
and territories. 

[When the reading of the journal had been con- 
cluded, the speaker announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the memorial presented on Monday last, 
by Mr. Cushing, from the merchants of Boston, 
Massachusetts, praying the interference of govern- 
ment in relation to unnecessary quarantine imposed 
on American vessels by the Danish gcvernment at 
Elsineur. 

Mr. Adams raised the question whether the peti- 
tion presented by him last Monday week, from cer- 
tain inhabitants of the town of Dover, Massachu- 
setts, praying for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia, was not the 
first business in order. 

The speaker decided that, under the resolution or 
order lately adopted by the house, that petition must 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. Adams appealed from the decision, and the 
house sustained the decision by a vote of 145 yeas 
against 32 nays. 

The memorial from the merchants of Boston, was 
then considered, and, after some remarks froin Mr. 
Cushing explaining the oppressive and expensive 
character of the quarantine regulations complained 
of, referred to the committee on foreign affairs. ] 


An unusually large number of petitions and me- 
morials on the subject of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, were presented by different members, 
and were immediately laid on the table. 

The call for petitions having been concluded, Mr. 
Bell hoped the house would consent that the com- 
mittees should make their reports. Mr. B. said he 
would also take the opportunity to renew his mo- 
tion for leave to bring in a bill to secure the free- 
dom of elections. 

Several committees were discharged from the 
consideration of subjects referred to them. 

A message from the president of the United 
States, transinitting a copy of the annual report of 
the director of the mint at Philadelphia, showing 
the operations of that institution during the past 
year, and also the progress made towards the com; 
pletion of the branch mints-in North Carolina, 
Georgia and Louisiana. 

From one of the statements accompanying the 
report of the director of the mint, it appears that 
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553,147 half eagles, amounting to $2,765,735 
547,986 quarter eagles 1,369,965 

In gold 4,135,700 

1,000 dollars 1,000 

6,546,200 half dollars 3,273,100 
472,000 quarter dollars 118,000 
1,190,000 dimes 119,000 
1,900,000 half dimes 95,000 
In silver 3,606,100 
2,111,000 cents 21,110 
398,000 half cents 1,990 
In copper 23,100 
Whole amount coined in 1836 $7,764,900 


A message was received from the president of 
the United States, transmitting to congress the re- 
port of the board of inspectors of the penitentiary 
of Washington, and drawing the attention of con- 
gress to tre fact presented in the report, that the 
inspectors have received no compensation for their 
services for two years, viz: 1829 and 1830, and re- 
quests that an appropriation may be made for the 
same. 
te motion of Mr. Vanderpoel, the house adjourn- 

ed. 

Tuesday, Jan. 24. The resolution offered yester- 
day by Mr. Huntsman relating to the translator of 
the French and Spanish languages coming up as the 
unfinished business, was considered and rejected. 

Several reports, chiefly on the claims of indivi- 
duals, ‘were twice read and committed. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported agers the petition of the board of 
trade of the city of New York for the establishment 
of a national bank; and the report was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of war ad interim transmit- 
ting a statement of all contracts which were made by 
the department of war during the year 1836, in com- 
pliance with the 5th sections of the acts of 1808 and 
1809, relative to the establishment and regulation of 
the war and navy departments. 

The speaker presented a communication from the 
honorable John Y. Mason, of Virginia, announcing 
his resignation as a member of the 24th congress; 
which, on motion of Mr. EL. Whittlesey, was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The several bills which last passed the senate 
were twice read, and referred to appropriate commit- 
tees. 

Mr. Beale, from the committee on invalid pen- 
sions, reported the following resolution, which was 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole house 
be discharged from the consideration of two bills re- 
cently reported by the committee on invalid pen- 
sions: the one to revive the act of 1828, continuing 
to those who were wounded in the war of the revo- 
lution the right of pension; the other to secure cer- 
tain arrearages of pension to those who relinquished 
the same; and that said bills he referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Beli renewed the motion, made by him from 
day to day, for leave to bring in a bill to secure the 
freedom of elections. 

On motion of Mr. Vanderpoel, the house proceed- 
ed to the orders of the day. 

A number of bills on the speaker’s table were, by 
general consent, read by their titles, and committed. 

The unfinished business was the bill from the se- 
nate entitled “an act to admit the state of Michigan 
into the union on an equal footing with the original 
states.” 

The pending question being on ordering the bill 
to a third reading— 

The house was addressed at length by Messrs. 
Vanderpoel and Toucey in favor of the bill, and by 
Mr. Storer in opposition to it; when 

Mr. 4. Mann said that, believing that Michigan 
was entitled to come into the union under the con- 
ditions contained in the bill of the last session, and 
believing that, at this advanced stage of the present 
session, there was no general disposition to protract 
the debate, he moved the previous question. Mr. 
Jenifer moved a call of the house. Mr. Briggs mov- 
ed that the house adjourn. Mr. Briggs desired to 
inquire from the chair whether, if the motion to ad- 
journ prevailed, the motion of the gentleman from 
New York would not come up first in order when 
the bill was again taken up? The speaker said it 
would. And the question being taken, the motion 
to adjourn prevailed—ayes 83, noes 37. 

So the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan. 25. After the transaction of 
some business of no immediate interest, the house 
resumed the consideration of the bill from the se- 
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into the union; and the discussion of this bill oc- 
cupied the house until a late hour. In the end, 
the previous question was resorted to, and the ques- 
tion taken on ordering the bill to a third read- 
ing, and decided in the affirmative. The bill was 
immediately read a third time, and passed. [So that 
it requires now only the signature of the president 
to become a law. ] 


THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate. After the usual morning business, 
several resolutions were offered which will be no- 
ticed hereafter. The senate resumed the conside- 
ration of the land bill, to which several amendments 
were made and others proposed, an account of all 
which will be given in our next. The previous 
orders were postponed, 33 ayes, to 12 nays, for the 
purpose of taking up the bill designating and li- 
miting the funds receivable for dues by the United 
States. 

Mr. Rives thereupon offered an amendment to ex- 
tend the prohibition respecting the notes of banks 
issuing notes of small denominations, so as to em- 
brace, after the 30th of December, 1841, notes of 
$20. tune bill only extended to those of five and 
of ten dollars.) 

He supported the amendment in a short speech, 
urging the moral effect of the measure, and its ne- 
cessity as the only means of effecting the enlarge- 
ment of the specie basis of our circulation. 

Mr. Ewing referred toa provision in the bill which 
requires the deposite banks to receive and pass to 
the credit of government all such bank notes as they 
receive in general deposite. This took away their 
power to oppress, and reconciled him to the bill, 
which should now have his vote. The effect of Mr. 
Rives’s amendment would be to confine the circula- 
tion of the large notes in the west to the banks in 
the immediate vicinity of the deposite banks, while 
all the small notes circulating there would be those 
of banks at a distance, to whom it was of less con- 
sequence thattheir notes should be received at the 
land offices than that their small notes should have 
a wide circulation. 

After some remarks of Mr. Niles, and a brief 
speech from Mr. Walker, the question was decided 
by yeas and nays on ordering the bill to its third 


‘reading, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Hubbard, King, of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Niles, 
Norvell, Pave, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, 
Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, White, 
Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hendricks, Kent, 
King, of Alabama, Knight, Morris, Nicholas, Pren- 
tiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson 
—18. 

So the bill was ordered to its engrossment. The 
senate then adjourned. 


In the house of representatives. After reports had 
been received, Mr. Bell resumed his remarks on his 
motion forleave to bring in a bill to secure the free- 
dom of elections. 

The house next resumed the consideration of the 
bill to regulate the mileage and pay of members, 
but came to no conclusion thereon. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, with accompanying documents, in 
relation to the condition of the relations between 
the United States and Mexico, and with certain in- 
formation in relation to the condition of Texas. 

Mr, Howard moved that the message and accom- 
panying documents be referred to the committee on 
foreign affairs, and be printed. 

Mr. Boyd moved to amend the motion by adding 
instructions to the said committee to report a reso- 
lution acknowledging the independence of Texas. 

Pending this question the house adjourned. 

§$-The proceedings of this day, both in the se- 
nate and house, will be given more in detail in our 
next. 





DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 

A beautiful 4urora borealis was witnessed in Bal- 
timore and its vicinity on Wednesday evening last, 
at about seven o’clock. It extended north east to 
north, and remained until about 8 o’clock when it 
slowly disappeared. The rays were of a brilliant 
rose-color, with occasional strie of white and blue 
—the whole producing a beautiful effect, which was 
not a little increased by the snow with which the 
houses and ground are covered. So much did the 
Aurora resemble the reflection of a large fire that the 
engines turned out, under the impression that there 
was a conflagration in the northern part of the city. 


North Carolina. This state has resolved to de- 
vote her portion of the surplus revenue to works of 
public improvement within ber borders, and to the 


promotion of education. She has also granted bank- 
ing privileges to the Charleston and Cincinnati rail 
road company. The legislature adjourned on Mon- 
day last. 


Indiana. William Herod (W.) has been elected 
to congress from this state to supply the vacancy 
in the delegation occasioned by the death of Mr. 
Kinnard—for Mr. Herod (W.) 3,703; for Mr. 
Wick (V. B.) 3,493. Herod’s majority 210. 


An ingenious expedient. In his book ealled Asto- 
ria, Irving gives an account of an agent of that 
re who fearing the aggression of the Indians, 
completely held them at bay, by pretending that he 
had the small pox bottled up ina small vial, which, 
the moment they should strike, he would uncork, 
and destroy them. The Indians had a dreadful 
fear of the disease, it having been among them, and 
by which many had been swept off, and they there- 
fore remained quiet. 


The commerce of Lake Erie. The Buffalo Com- | P 


mercial Daily Advertiser contains the names of the 
ships, brigs, schooners, sloops and steamboats, na- 
vigating Lake Erie, which is as follows: 

Ships 2, brigs 8, schooners 148, sloops 58, steam- 
boats 47—total 263. 

The following is the amount of tonnage, &c.: 

Port of Buffalo 8,541.09 tons, Detroit 6,703.73, 
Cleveland 4,518.33, Sandusky 1,792.75, Presque Isle 
1,562.29, Miami 927.57—total 24,045.26 tons. 


The last of the Nobscussets. Died, at the alms- 
house in Yarmouth, Mass. Mr. Thomas Greenough, 
aged 90—the last of the tribe of Indians which in 
that town have been struggling to keep alive the 
ashes of their nationality, since the first withering 
influence of the white man was felt upon these 


shores. 


Great fire at St. Johns. The Bangor Whig gives 
the following account of a most disastrous fire 
which lately occurred at St. Johns, New Bruns- 
wick: 

‘*We learn from Mr. Packard, just from St. Johns, 
that on Saturday evening last, at 9 o’clock, a very 
destructive fire broke out in that city, which before 


and fifty buildings, situated on South Market wharf, 
on Water and Prince William streets. Every build- 
ing on the wharf, and nearly all in Water and Prince 
William streets are included in the loss. An im- 
mense quantity of goods were also destroyed, among 
which were about 1,500 bbls. flour. 


State of Missouri. Two important measures have 
been taken by the legislature of this state, in its 
present session. A bank on a capital of $5,000,000 
has been chartered, one-half the capital to be taken 
by the state. A rail road has been chartered, lead- 
ing from St. Louis to the iron mountains, 70 miles 
distant. By the charter, a college is to be support- 
ed by the company at Bellevue ten miles from the 
Maxwell grant. 


The rail road bridge over the Potomac at Har- 
per’s Ferry, for the purpose of uniting the Balti- 
more and Ohio and Winchester roads, is so far com- 
pleted that locomotives and their trains have passed 
over it. 

The pilots again. The New York pilots are get- 
ting worse instead of better. We are hearing com- 
plaints almost every hour in the day, from aimost 
every ship owner in the city. The last comes 
from the owners of the brig New Grenada, from 
Carthagena. The brig anchored in the lower har- 
bor as long ago as Friday last. Signals fora pilot 
were hung out until the following Monday. No 
pilots appeared, and the New Grenada came inside 
the bar, without a pilot, on Monday. The brig 
was very near being driven ashore in the late storm; 
she lost one of her cables and an anchor, and was 


new and strong cables and anchors. Many vessels 
were in the same situation at the sametime. Lon- 
/ ger endurance under such circumstances ceases to 
be a virtue, and in the name of two hundred dead 
sacrifices upon our coast, as well as for the multi- 
tude of the living whose lives are hourly endanger- 
ed, we demand immediate reformation. The public 
demand it, and will have it. [N. Y. Express. 


National hospitalities. The following note, as 
honorable to its authors as to those to whom it was 
addressed, was published, under the signature of the 
commander of the French brig of war Gazelle, in 
the New Orleans papers of December 31: 

“In léaving with regret, the banks of the Missis- 
sippi, the captain and officers of the brig Gazelle 
consider it asa duty to address a word, at parting. 
to the amiable inhabitants of New Orleans. They 
will treasure up in their best recollection the cor- 
dial reception they have experienced; and, filled 
with the most lively gratitude, they will attempt to 
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acquit themselves of some part of their debt of o, 

ligation, by announcing, when they reach thei: 

country, the noble sentiments and open-hearted hos. 

peeatity which they experienced in the capital gs 
OUISIANA.”” 


Baltimore and Ohio rail road. Notwithstandin, 
the heavy fall of snow in and near Baltimore ong 
turday last, travelling on the rail road between {jj, 
city and Washington has not been seriously inte,. 
rupted, the snow and ice upon the rails having be, 
speedily removed by the operations of the engines 






















The road to Frederick is now also clear of obstryp. Gen. § 

tions, and cars arrived from that place on Tuegd, he capac 

night. The superiority of the edge rail, on th, - 
ne 


branch of the road leading to Washington, over thy 
plate rail, on the main stem, has been demonstrate; 
by the late difficulty—the snow and ice being mop 
readily removed from the former. 
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A snow storm, accompanied with a severe gale 
assed over Hillsborough in Jasper county, Geo. 
on the 20th December. ‘Trees were torn up by th, 
roots, houses thrown down, and the fragments geai. 





































































tered around for a great distance. No lives wor The dé 
lost, but many persons were wounded. shall also 
A fire broke out in Detroit (Michigan) on th resented 
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morning of the 4th inst. which destroyed property 
to the amount of 10 to 20,000 dollars, before it coyji 
be got under, it commenced in the bake house of 
H. A. Nagle, confectioner, and extended thence tj 
half a dozen other buildings of more or less value, 


New military engine. The Buffalo Journal gives 
an account of a gun upon a new principle, invented 
by a Mr. McCarthy of that city. It says: 

«“We saw the operation with a ball weighing neu. 
ly a pound, and judged it would throw, with perfect 
ease, from three to five hundred balls per minute, 
without the aid of powder or steam. It can be (i. 
rected to any object at pleasure, and can be gradi. 
ated from an ounce to a twelve or thirty pound bali, 
The whole is perfectly portable, with a portable bat. 
tery, which will = those operating it from mus. 
10t.” 


Strange and distressing death. A young woman 
named Arnold, in attempting to pass over Seine’ 
creek, near Connersville, Indiana, on the ice fel 
through, and sunk to her arm pits, her arms resting 
on the ice around her. In this situation she wa 
found frozen to death. 


A vessel in the ice. The Ashtabula Sentinel says 
that a vessel was discovered, a few days ago, it 
the ice (in Lake Erie) about three miles from tle 
shore, opposite that harbor. Several men werk 
out to her and found her to be the schooner Fai 
Trader, which sailed from Cleveland for Detrit 
on the 13th December, and became entangled in tle 
ice near the islands. She had been drifting abmi 
ever since, without being able to gain the shore, 
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althongh she had frequently been in sight of the BR Mr. Go, 
Canadian and American shores. She had a ful HRMj, reputat 


cargo of corn, oats, spirits and butter. A crew 
three men were on board. who had _ subsisted 01 
corn, ground in a coffee mill, after their other pr 
visions were consumed. 


Saving of fourteen lives. As the Kent steame 
was on her passage on Thursday morning, {roa 
Boulogne to London, captain Time discovered # 
some distance a boat, which appeared to him to 
in a perilous condition. He immediately hove t, 
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and in a siort time released five poor fellows in! ie commit 
state of creat exhaustion, who inforined him thi M#epresentat 
they had left in company with another boat, it MPshed by t 
which were the captain, mate and seven other pt he hecessi 
sons, belonging to the barque Isabella, capt. Kurtz, M00 of the 
bound from Philadelphia to Rotterdam, and lade! 0 defray t 
with tobacco, and which they had abandoned in! tae last, | 
sinking state off the Goodwin Sands, abont {ol M4 few ye 
hours previously. The captain lost no time "Mg *dsury for 
endeavoring to discover them, and happily sit Mip*stte cone 
ceeded, and was the means of saving fourteen po" ults before 
fellows from a watery grave, which would, in @ inhinge al 
probabilitv. have been their fate. prone it i 
[London Morning Chronicle of Dec. 19: ‘ these 
Promise ae 


Usury. The committee of the senate of NeW 
York, to whom that part of the governor’s messi 
relating to the usury laws was referred, have atop 
ed Jeremy Bentham’s celebrated work on usury ® 
their report. 

The Philadelphia chamber of commerce has re 
commended a repeal of the laws on usury, except 
so far as they may affect banking institutions all 
real securities. 

The Boston chamber of commerce has also adopt: 
ed a memorial to the state legislature on the subject 
of the present operation of the usury laws, and § 
committee has been appointed by the same bo! 
to prepare a memorial to congress in support of the 
memorial of the New York chamber of commer 
now before that body, in relation to a national bau 
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